THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF CHESTNUT HILL

An inclusive community of faith

Sunday, September 13, 2026
10 a.m.
HOMECOMING SUNDAY—SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

8855 Germantown Avenue, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania



WELCOME!

Whether you're a first time guest or a long time member, we are grateful for your
presence with us. There's a place for you here!

Following today's service, we invite you to join us for refreshments and fellowship

in Widener Hall.

ACCESSIBILITY
Please see an usher for listening assistive devices and large-print bulletins.

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN

e Nursery care for children through age two is available in the Strouse
building from 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.—see an usher for assistance.
Children who are three are encouraged to attend the Godly Play
Sunday School class, but are welcome to remain in the nursery at the
discretion of their guardians.

e Children's Praise Packs are available in the narthex to aid children with
worship participation. Please return them after the service.

e All children in attendance are invited to attend Sunday E#E-EJE
School, which begins immediately after the Children's §= -
Message. Please scan the QR code to fill out a brief

"

waiver for your child. [=]er
BEFORE WORSHIP

Please silence all electronic devices.

Please be mindful of our musicians, who rehearse in the Sanctuary
between 9 a.m. and 9:45 a.m. We welcome all to enter the Sanctuary, but

ask that you keep your conversations low.

CONTACT

If you'd like to receive regular updates about worship, church life and
other events, please contact Office & Media Coordinator, Mary Frommer.
If you are interested in joining PCCH, please contact the Rev. Ellen
Williams Hensle. With pastoral care concerns or prayer requests, please
contact Rev. Emily Chapdelaine.




ORDER OF WORSHIP

OPENING VOLUNTARY Fugue in G major J.S. Bach
(1685-1750)

INTROIT The Road Home Stephen Paulus
(1949-2014)
Tell me, where is the road
I can call my own,
That I left, that I lost
So long ago?
All these years | have wandered,
Oh when will [ know
There's a way, there's a road
That will lead me home?

Rise up, follow me,

Come away, is the call,
With the love in your heart
As the only song;

There is no such beauty

As where you belong;

Rise up, follow me,

[ will lead you home.

CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: We have been gathered in this place for this time,
People: that we might hear good news

we can’t help but share.
Leader: On this day and each one to come,
People: may the words of our mouths,

the meditations of our hearts,

and the actions of our lives

proclaim our faith.
Leader: Let our words of praise be acceptable to you,
People: O Lord, our rock and our redeemer!




*HYMN 478 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven LAUDA ANIMA

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Holy God, you call us to worship and to serve only you.
Yet, when other things demand our attention,

we stray from the path Jesus tread.

We serve powers that privilege

the comfort of some over the well-being of many.

We serve a culture that values competition

over collaboration.

We serve our own desires

without considering the needs of our neighbors.
Forgive us, Lord.

Send your Spirit to guide us back to you.

Free us from the clutches of sin and death

and draw us close,

that we might respond to the grace we know in Christ
and follow the ways of justice and righteousness. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
KYRIE ELEISON Kile Smith
(b. 1956)
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PROMISE OF THE GOSPEL

Leader: Friends, believe the good news.
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
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*PASSING OF THE PEACE

Leader: As a forgiven people, let us share Christ’s peace with one another.
The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

MOMENT FOR MISSION Youth Mission Trip Participants




PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Blessed Lord,

who caused all holy scriptures to be written for our learning:
Grant us so to hear them,

read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them,

that we may embrace and ever hold fast

the blessed hope of everlasting life,

which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

GOSPEL Matthew 6:25-34

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will
drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food and the
body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor
gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more
value than they? And which of you by worrying can add a single hour to your span of
life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they
grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not
clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive
today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you
of little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will we eat?” or “What will we
drink? or “What will we wear?’ For it is the gentiles who seek all these things, and
indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as
well.

“So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own.
Today’s trouble is enough for today.”

Leader: Holy wisdom, Holy word.
People: Thanks be to God.



PSALM 19:1-6 Peter Hallock

(1924-2014)
Choir: Antiphon
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Their mes-sage has gone out  to the ends of the world.
Congregation: Antiphon

The Heavens declare the glory of God,
And the firmament shows his handiwork.

One day tells its tale to another,
And one night imparts knowledge to another.

Congregation: Antiphon

Although they have no words or language,
And their voices are not heard,

Their sound has gone out into all lands,
and their message to the ends of the world.

Congregation: Antiphon

In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun;
It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
It rejoices like a champion to run its course.

It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens
And runs about to the end of it again;
Nothing is hidden from its burning heat.

Congregation: Antiphon




CHILDREN’S MOMENT AND DISMISSAL

Children through eighth grade depart for church school in the Strouse building.
Parents, please pick your children up from Sunday School.
Joyful Noise rehearsal will resume next week.

HYMN (seated) TALLIS CANON

Go with us, Lord, and guide the way,
Through this and every coming day,
That in your Spirit strong and true,
Our lives may be our gift to you.

OLD TESTAMENT Genesis 2:4-9, 15-25

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

In the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, when no plant of the
field was yet in the earth and no vegetation of the field had yet sprung up—for the
LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no one to till the
ground, but a stream would rise from the earth and water the whole face of the
ground—then the LORD God formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. And the LORD
God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had
formed. Out of the ground the LORD God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to
the sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep
it. And the LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the
garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the
day that you eat of it you shall die.”

Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make
him a helper as his partner.” So out of the ground the LORD God formed every
animal of the field and every bird of the air and brought them to the man to see what
he would call them, and whatever the man called every living creature, that was its
name. The man gave names to all cattle and to the birds of the air and to every

continued on next page



animal of the field, but for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. So
the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took
one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the LORD God had
taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the
man said,

“This at last is bone of my bones

and flesh of my flesh;
this one shall be called Woman,

for out of Man this one was taken.”

Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they
become one flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked and were not
ashamed.

Leader: Holy wisdom, Holy word.
People: Thanks be to God.

SERMON “Consider the Lilies:” Ellen Williams Hensle
God’s Attention to Creation

Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be
alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.”

—Genesis 2:18

*HYMN 267 All Things Bright and Beautiful ROYAL OAK
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*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

In life and in death, we belong to God.

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father.

In sovereign love God created the world good

and makes everyone equally in God's image,

of every race and people, to live as one community.

But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator.
Ignoring God's commandments,

we violate the image of God in others and ourselves,
accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature,

and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care.
We deserve God's condemnation.

Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation.
In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah
chose a covenant people to bless all families of the earth.
Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of Israel
from the house of bondage.

Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of

the covenant.

Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child,
like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home,

God is faithful still.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERING



OFFERTORY ANTHEM I was Glad Charles Hubert Hastings Parry
(1848-1918)
I was glad when they said unto me,
We will go into the house of the Lord.

Our feet shall stand in thy gates,
O Jerusalem.

Jerusalem is builded as a city
That is at unity in itself.

O pray for the peace of Jerusalem,
They shall prosper that love thee.

Peace be within thy walls,
And plenteousness within thy palaces.

*DOXOLOGY OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below.

Praise God above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (unison)

Leader: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Leader: Let us pray.

All: Abundant God,
we strive for many things and worry over much.
Help us to put our trust in you,
knowing that you care for us in life and in death.
Turning from commodities toward your kingdom,
we offer these gifts for your use,
seeking your righteousness first and foremost,
today, tomorrow and forever.
In Christ’s name. Amen.
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*HYMN 272 God of the Sparrow ROEDER

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

BENEDICTION RESPONSE Peter Lutkin
(1858-1931)

Amen.
CLOSING VOLUNTARY Carillon Louis Vierne

(1870-1937)
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LEADING WORSHIP TODAY

PREACHER
The Rev. Ellen Williams Hensle

LITURGIST
The Rev. Emily Chapdelaine

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Dr. Julie Snyder

MUSIC

PCCH 2026 Gallery Choir: Will Agate, Katy Avery, Emily Barth, Rebecca Bernstein, Victoria
Cagnetta, Rea Chroneos, John Drake, Ben Ferriby, Sophia Heullstrunk, Abigale Hobbs, Jess
Holmes, Nick James, Landon Jones, Jane Kaufman, Kathy Krantz, Laurie Menyo, Brad
Pennington, Rebecca Phillipson, Jeff Podraza, Liz Podraza, Alan Qiao, Martina Ross, Jordan
Singer, Lori Smith, Julie Snyder, Jim Spause, Margaret Spencer, Bill Toffey, Beth Vaccaro,
Joy Warren, Steve Williamson, Deanda Wilson, and Clarke Woodruff

Dr. Daniel Spratlan Conductor

Jeffrey DeVault Organist

GREETERS
Liz Podraza and Jack Evans Elders
Stephen Bishop and Sue Brunell Deacons

USHERS
Joan Demme Team #4 Leader
James Cupp, James Lutz, Michelle Shachtman, Robert Shachtman and Barbara Spause

FLOWER GUILD
Liz Podraza and Barbara Olson

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in honor of
Barbara L. Sheble and John W. Sheble by their four daughters.

MUSIC AND TEXTS Reprinted and streamed with permission under One License
#A-743217. All rights reserved. Prayers in the bulletin are from The Book of Common Worship,
Westminster John Knox Press, 2018; Call to Worship Lectionary Companion, Year A, 20192020, PC
(USA) Office of Theology and Worship; Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year A, Vol. 1,
Westminster John Knox Press, 2013.

COVER ART Paradise, Jan Brugel (1568-1625), 1650, oil on oak. From A Gust for Paradise:
Milton’s Eden and the Visual Arts, by Diane McColley: “The beasts of Eden each represent,
according to the iconologists, a multitude of virtues, vices, opportunities, and vulnerabilities...
Almost everything in the Garden has potentiality for good or ill, and everything can be either
well used or abused in the fallen but redeemed and potentially regenerate world."
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HAPPENING AT PCCH

HOMECOMING PICNIC

Join us after worship today for our annual Homecoming Picnic!

PCCH NAMETAGS

If you are interested in a PCCH nametag, or need a replacement, please email Mary Frommer
at mfrommer@chesstnuthillpres.org. Completed nametags will be placed on the nametag
board by the elevator.

RISING IMAGES SHOW AND SALE

Upon the closing of Rising Images, Ron Rising is showcasing his photographs at a show and
sale today! Stop by Widener Hall during the Homecoming picnic to view his amazing images,
and pick up a few items for your self, friends or family! All proceeds from this sale support the
music ministry here at PCCH.

STAY CONNECTED: UPDATE YOUR INFORMATION TODAY!

PCCH will soon be introducing a new—and much more user-friendly—online church directory
and giving system. Please help us prepare for this migration by sharing your most upto-date
contact information with us. Please use the contact card inserted in your bulletin or find a
copy at the picnic

CANTATS AND CHAMBER MUSIC—-DAVID KIM AND JEFFREY DEVAULT

Our Cantatas and Chamber Music series opens on October 11 with David Kim, violinist and
concertmaster with the Philadelphia Orchestra, and our very own Jeffrey DeVault on piano.
Join us at 11:45 a.m. as we dedicate our new Steinway piano, and begin another beautiful
season of music. Suggested donation $20.

SOCIAL WITNESS WEEKEND OF SERVICE-OCTOBER 18

Join us Sunday, October 18 after worship for our first Service Weekend project of the 2026
27 program year! We will be making sandwiches and casseroles for our friends at Face to Face
Germantown, as well as collecting warm wearables for our friends at Germantown Avenue
Crisis Ministry.

BIBLE STUDY LADIES CIRCLE MEN’S FELLOWSHIP | THEOLOGY ON TAP

September 16, 10 a.m. | September 15, 10 a.m. | September 17, 2 p.m. | September 17, 7:30 p.m.
Harris Room Reception Room Reception Room The Stotesbury

Ellen Williams Hensle Taylor Slaughter Ron Rising Emily Chapdelaine
Exodus 3:1-12 praetextum@gmail.com 203.206.7299 812 E Willow Grove Ave




CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE
Date GODLY PLAY GROWING IN GOD'S LOVE CHRISTIAN STUDIES FOLLOW ME
(age three—kindergarten) (first—second grade) (third—fifth grade) (sixth—eighth grade)
9/13 Greg Dickinson Brandon Harris Linnea Johnson Rebecca DePasquale
and Sarah Wright and Holly Harris and Dom Rebeck  and Tara Evans
SUNDAY SCHOOL

Our school year Sunday School program for children age three through grade eight
begins today! For more information about our Sunday School classes and Children's
Music program please scan the QR code.

YOUTH GROUP UPDATE

Youth Group is back! We will meet most Sundays from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. beginning today!
Additionally, High School Youth are invited to gather in Emily's office following worship for
forty-five minutes of fellowship and conversation beginning Sunday, September 27. Service
Sundays are scheduled for the third Sunday of the month and we will not have Youth Group
on these days. All youth grades six through twelve are welcome at these and special youth
events whether their familied are members or not! Please contact Emily Chapdelaine with any
questions.

CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH MUSIC UPDATE

Joyful Noise, our Children’s Choir (age three to grade five) will resume rehearsals on
September 20. Joyful Noise rehearses from 11 a.m. to 11:40 a.m. in the Chapel. Children
will be brought to their parents in Widener Hall following rehearsal. New singers and
drop-ins are always welcome.

Youth Choir (grades six through twelve) will resume rehearsal on September 27. Youth Choir
rehearses from 11:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the Chapel. Youth Choir will not meet the third
Sunday of each month in order to engage in community service with the Youth Group. New
singers and drop-ins are always welcome.



CENTER ON THE HILL

If you have time in your day, we have something fun for you to do! Open Monday
through Thursday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Friday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. New online content
is posted Monday through Thursday at 12 p.m. on our programs page. Scan the QR
Code for more information.

Upcoming classes and events

Registration for Fall activities and classes will begin on Tuesday, September 8 at 10 a.m.
Registration is required for all activities and classes at the Center as space is limited for social
distancing. Call 215.247.4654 or email msaavedra@chestnuthillpres.org to register.

TURKEY BOWLING (registration required)

Tuesday, September 15, 11 a.m., free

Join in on the fun and win some prizes! Four to five rounds of bowling fun with two teams, the
winner will be determined by the total number of Turkey Legs knocked down! Strike up some fun
with us! Presented by Chestnut Hill Lodge.

PUT IT IN WRITING WORKSHOP (registration required)

Mondays, September 21 and 28, 10:30 a.m., $25

This book writing workshop encourages authorship, participation in independent study, as well as
self-paced opportunities to explore, analyze, and create your own written works. The instructor
will provide guidance on writing a novel or short story, and will also cover tips, tools, techniques,
and craftsmanship for written storytelling. Your own copy of Yes, You Can Be An Author: A Quick
Resource Guide & Practice Book will be provided and is included in the workshop fee.

DAY TRIP: LUNCH AND BINGO AT MARKLEY (registration required)

Tuesday, September 22, 11:30 a.m.*, free

Join us for a fun day trip to Markley Rehabilitation & Healthcare Center for a delicious lunch
and to play some rounds of Bingo! Transportation to and from the Center is provided. Lunch
and prizes will be provided. Don’t miss out on this great day trip to play and mingle with friends
outside the center! Sponsored by Markley Rehabilitation & Healthcare Center and Slutsky Elder Law.
*The bus departs from the Center at 11:30 a.m. and will return at 2:30 p.m.

JUNK JOURNALING (registration required)

Tuesday, September 22, 1 p.m., $20

Cultivate joy in your everyday life with Junk Journaling! Junk journaling is a flexible and creative
hobby that lets you use everyday items like receipts and flyers to document memories, ideas, and
feelings through collage, writing, and mixed media. This workshop will provide examples of
different types and styles of pages with many varied materials for you to utilize. Junk journaling
can make everyday tasks more fun by helping you look for unexpected items to use in your
journal. Participants are encouraged to bring personal items with them to the class (but not
necessary) and will leave the class with their work of art.



HAPPENING HERE THIS WEEK

SUNDAY, September 13

Homecoming Picnic
Youth Group

MONDAY, September 14
Sketching and Watercolor class
Tai Chi group

Table Games Open Play group
WaterMedia Level Two class
Qigong class

Finance Committee meeting

TUESDAY, September 15

Women'’s Circle meeting

Meditation Practice group

Sketching and Watercolor class

Turkey Bowling game

Healthy Bones Exercise class

Mah Jongg Open Play group

Watercolor and Drawing Foundations class
Healthy Bones Exercise class

Session meeting

WEDNESDAY, September 16
Beginning Tai Chi class

PCCH Bible Study

Rummy Tiles Open Play group
Continuing Tai Chi class
Bridge Open Play group
Intermediate Tai Chi class
Staff meeting

Golden Yoga class

AA meeting

THURSDAY, September 17
Qigong class

Painters group

Travel Talk group
Movement class

Soul Line Dancing class
French Conversation group

front lawn, 11 a.m.
Strouse, 5 p.m.

room 1&2, 10 a.m.
room 3&4, 10:15 a.m.
room 5, 12 p.m.

room 1&2, 1:30 p.m.
Harris, 2 p.m.

Harris, 7:30 p.m.

reception, 10 a.m.
Harris, 9:30 a.m.
room 1&2, 10 a.m.
Widener, 11 a.m.
Widener, 1 p.m.
room 5, 12:30 p.m.
room 1&2, 1:30 p.m.
Widener, 2:15 p.m.
Harris, 7 p.m.

Widener, 10 a.m.
Harris, 10:30 a.m.
room 5, 10:30 a.m.
Widener, 11:15 a.m.
room 1&2, 11:30 a.m.
Widener, 12:30 p.m.
reception, 1 p.m.
Widener, 3 p.m.
Harris, 8 p.m.

Harris, 9 a.m.

room 1&2, 9:30 a.m.
Harris, 10:30 a.m.
room 3&4, 11 a.m.
Widener, 1 p.m.
room 1&2, 1:30 p.m.
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Mah Jongg group
Men'’s Fellowship
Theology on Tap

FRIDAY, September 18

Yoga with Attitude class

Scrabble Play group

Yoga, A Chair, and You class
International Folk Dancing group
Sober and Out group

SUNDAY, September 20
Worship

Fellowship

Personnel Committee meeting

room 5, 1:30 p.m.
reception, 2 p.m.
The Stotesbury, 7:30 p.m.

Harris, 9:45 a.m.
room 5, 10 a.m.
Harris, 11:30 a.m.
room 3&4, 12 p.m.
Harris, 7 p.m.

sanctuary, 10 a.m.
Widener, 11 a.m.
Harris, 11:30 a.m.



ABOUT PCCH

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF CHESTNUT HILL is a lively congregation that has
been serving Philadelphia and beyond since 1852. We have been located on this site since

1950. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and the Presbytery of
Philadelphia.

Our traditional worship service connects with contemporary approaches to questions of faith
and life. We support a wide range of mission partners throughout the city and are home to a
number of music groups.

Our membership is drawn from the city and surrounding communities. We aspire to be an

inclusive community of faith in our work and worship together.

Becky Frazier

SESSION
William Agate William Murphy Harry Spaeth
Rebecca Bernstein Elizabeth Podraza James Spause
Jill Bown Jeannette Quirus Margaret R. Spencer
Jack Evans Dominick Rebeck William Storm
Graeme Frazier Diana Rodgers Tennyson Tippy
Melissa Montgomery Michelle Shachtman Clarke Woodruff
BOARD OF DEACONS
Kelly Baughman Emily McCahery Sandy Sherwood
Mark Bernstein Jane McGill Lori Smith
Stephen Bishop Laura Messenger Anna Storm
Sue Brunell Douglas Olson Sharyn Walker
Zach Cline Linda Pettengill Sarah Wright
Troy Foxworth Rachelle Pretz Beth Wrigley



CHURCH STAFF

The Rev. Ellen Williams Hensle Senior Minister and Head of Staff

The Rev. Emily Chapdelaine Associate Minister of Congregational Life

Dr. Daniel Spratlan Director of Music

Jeffrey DeVault Organist and Associate Director of Music

Dr. Julie Snyder Director, Children’s Education, Joyful Noise, and Youth Choir
Rachel Cline Church Administrator

Megan Cullen Director, Preschool

Mariangela Saavedra Director, Center on the Hill
Mary Frommer Office and Media Coordinator
Felix Delgado Full Time Sexton

Nakeem Coleman Part Time Sexton

Debbie Lambeth Sunday Child Care Giver g L
The Rev. Cynthia A. Jarvis Pastor Emerita PCCH links and

online giving options

WE ARE A MATTHEW 25 CONGREGATION

PCCH is a Matthew 25 Congregation of the
Presbyterian Church (USA). We are committed to

building congregational vitality, dismantling structural

‘ racism, and eradicating systemic poverty. Scan the QR

[=]

code to learn more.

CONTACT PCCH

Church office 215.247.8855 M4 info@chestnuthillpres.org
Preschool 215.247.8865 & chestnuthillpres.org
Center on the Hill = 215.247.4654 f PCCHestnuthill

(> chestnuthillpres.org/live



