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Sunday, March 29, 2026 
10 a.m. 
PALM SUNDAY 

An inclusive community of faith 

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF CHESTNUT HILL  

8855 Germantown Avenue, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  
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WE LCOME !  
Whether you're a first time guest or a long time member, we are grateful for your 
presence with us. There's a place for you here! 
 

Following today's service, we invite you to join us for refreshments and fellowship 
in Widener Hall.  

ACCESSIBILITY 
Please see an usher for listening assistive devices and large-print bulletins. 
 

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 
· Nursery care for children through age two is available in the Strouse 

building—see an usher for assistance. Children who are three are 
encouraged to attend the Godly Play Sunday School class, but are 
welcome to remain in the nursery at the discretion of their guardians. 

· Children's Praise Packs are available in the narthex to aid children with 
worship participation. Please return them after the service. 

· All children in attendance are invited to attend Sunday 
School, which begins immediately after the Children's 
Message. Please scan the QR code to fill out a brief 
waiver for your child. 

 

BEFORE WORSHIP 
Please silence all electronic devices.  
Please be mindful of our musicians, who rehearse in the Sanctuary 
between 9 a.m. and 9:45 a.m. We welcome all to enter the Sanctuary, but 
ask that you keep your conversations low. 
 

CONTACT 
If you'd like to receive regular updates about worship, church life and 
other events, please contact Office & Media Coordinator, Mary Frommer. 
If you are interested in joining PCCH, please contact the Rev. Ellen 
Williams Hensle. With pastoral care concerns or prayer requests, please 
contact the Rev. Emily Chapdelaine. 
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Order of Worship  

*Please stand as you are able. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: Awake to the day of triumph for our Savior! 
People: We give thanks for this day that leads to the cross!  
Leader: Come with your branches, hosannas, and songs! 
People: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!  
   Hosanna in the highest heaven! 

VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN *HYMN 88 All Glory, Laud, and Honor 

OPENING VOLUNTARY Ma Mère l’Oye Maurice Ravel 
(1875-1937) 

INTROIT  Franz Schubert 
(1797-1828) 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord, 
Hosanna in the highest.  
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SILENT CONFESSION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Holy God, sure of your faithfulness even in your dying, 
comforted by your compassion toward your people in every age, 
we beg your mercy for our imperfect gratitude. 
We have looked to you for paltry favors, 
when you have given everything. 
We have withheld from your people, our neighbors,  
and from your creation, our Earth,  
the care and tending they deserve. 
We reject the cornerstone you sent 
to build a people of righteousness even here, today.  
Forgive our failings. 
Heal what we have broken, 
nurture what we have neglected, 
and lead us to your vision,  
so that we may know the peace of wholeness in you; 
in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Richard Proulx 
(1937-2010) 

KYRIE ELEISON 
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*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Leader: As a forgiven people, let us share Christ’s peace with one another. 
   The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Let your Word, O God, break open our hearts this day  
through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
that we may enter into the coming Holy Week  
with the same mind that was in Christ Jesus. Amen.  

PROMISE OF THE GOSPEL 

Leader: Friends, believe the good news. 
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

*GLORIA PATRI 

What wondrous love is this, 
O my soul, O my soul, 
what wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this 
that caused the Lord of bliss 
to bear the heavy cross 
for my soul, for my soul, 
to bear the heavy cross for my soul! 

WONDROUS LOVE 
(Hymn 85) 
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Zechariah 9:9-12 OLD TESTAMENT 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
    Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
See, your king comes to you; 
    triumphant and victorious is he, 
humble and riding on a donkey, 
    on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
    and the war horse from Jerusalem; 
and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
    and he shall command peace to the nations; 
his dominion shall be from sea to sea 
    and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
    I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
    today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
 

Leader:  Holy wisdom, holy word. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Peter  Hallock 
(1924-2014) 

PSALM 118:24-29 

Choir:    Antiphon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congregation:  Antiphon 
 

On this day the Lord has acted; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

Hosanna, Lord, hosanna! 
Lord, send us now success. 

continued on next page 
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Congregation:  Antiphon 
 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; 
we bless you from the house of the Lord. 
 

God is the Lord; he has shined upon us; 
form a procession with branches up to the horns of the altar. 
 

Congregation:  Antiphon 
 

“You are my God, and I will thank you; 
you are my God, and I will exalt you.” 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures for ever. 
 

Congregation:  Antiphon 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

Children through fifth grade depart for church school in the Strouse building. 
Joyful Noise will meet today from 11 a.m. to 11:40 a.m. in the Chapel. 

Parents, your children will be brought to you in Widener Hall. 
Youth Choir will meet today from 11:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the Chapel. 

TALLIS’ CANON 

Go with us, Lord, and guide the way, 
through this and every coming day, 
that in your Spirit strong and true, 
our lives may be our gift to you.  

HYMN (seated) 
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GOSPEL 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her; untie them and bring 
them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And 
he will send them immediately.” This took place to fulfill what had been spoken 
through the prophet: 
 

“Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
    humble and mounted on a donkey, 
        and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and 
the colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread 
their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on 
the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 
 

“Hosanna to the Son of David! 
    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
 

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 
The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 

Leader:  Holy wisdom, holy word. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Matthew 21:1-11 

SERMON 

"Look, your king is coming to you, humble and mounted on a donkey...” 
Matthew 21:5 and Zechariah 9:9 

Emily Chapdelaine 
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Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER 

*HYMN 89 ELLACOMBE Hosanna, Loud Hosanna 

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. 
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, 
teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, 
healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, 
eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, 
and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, 
Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human pain 
and giving his life for the sins of the world. 
God raised this Jesus from the dead, 
vindicating his sinless life, 
breaking the power of sin and evil, 
delivering us from death to life eternal. Amen. 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from A Brief Statement of Faith 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Thomas Weelkes 
(1576-1623) 

Hosanna to the son of David. 
Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Thou that sitteth in the highest heavens. 
Hosanna in excelsis Deo! 
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Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

*DOXOLOGY OLD HUNDREDTH 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you.  
Leader:  Let us pray.  
All:   God of all good gifts, 
   we thank you for showing us how to care for each other. 
   May these gifts lead to great feasting  
   for those who have no banquets set before them. 
   May these gifts proclaim your desire  
   that all your creation live in peace. 
   Give us grateful hearts, O God, 
   in the name of the one who came to draw all people to himself,  
   Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (unison) 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

*HYMN 155 DARWALL’S 148TH Rejoice, the Lord Is King 

BENEDICTION RESPONSE Ralph Vaughn Williams 
(1872-1958) 

God be with you till we meet again. 
Loving counsels guide, uphold you: 
With a Shepherd’s care enfold you: 
God be with you till we meet again. 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Ma Mère l’Oye Ravel 
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Leading Worship today  
PREACHING 
The Rev. Emily Chapdelaine 
 

LITURGIST 
The Rev. Ellen Williams Hensle 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
Greg Dickinson 
 

MUSIC 
PCCH Gallery Choir 
Dr. Daniel Spratlan Director of Music 
Dr. Julie Snyder Pianist 
Jeffrey DeVault Organist 
 

GREETERS 
Dominick Rebeck and Diana Rodgers Elders 
Jane McGill and Laura Messenger Deacons 
 

USHERS 
Harry Spaeth Team #2 Leader 
Troy Foxworth, Graeme Frazier, Kate Houstoun, Jason Jones and Beth Wrigley 
 

FLOWER GUILD 
All team members 
 

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of 
the loved ones of Susan and Bill Cobb.  
 

MUSIC AND TEXTS Reprinted and streamed with permission under One License 
#A-743217. All Rights Reserved. Prayers in the bulletin are from Feasting on the Word Worship 
Companion, Year A, Vol. 1, Westminster John Knox Press, 2013; The Book of Common Worship, 
Westminster John Knox Press, 2018. 
 

COVER ART Palm Sunday: Even the Stones, Cara B. Hochhalter, block print on paper, 2019. 
From the artist: "Palm Sunday offers a complex scene. If you look carefully, you can see the 
laying down of the cloaks in honor of Jesus riding in on a small colt or donkey, the waving of 
palms—even the Pharisee warning Jesus not to come into Jerusalem for fear of trouble... This 
is a story of rejoicing and praise. It is also a story of trepidation and fear knowing that there 
are forces that will not allow Jesus to continue teaching and healing through the love of an 
Infinite and All-Inclusive God."  
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HAPPENING AT PCCH 

PCCH WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. in the Harris room. Our next meeting will be on April 1. The Rev. 
Ellen Williams Hensle will lead the discussion, focusing on the biblical text for Good Friday: 
Matthew 27. All are welcome. 
 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
Men’s Fellowship meets on the first and third Thursdays of each month. The next Men’s 
Fellowship meeting is Thursday, April 2 from 2-3:30 p.m. in the reception room. Please call 
Ron Rising at 203.206.7299 with any questions or concerns. 
 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER HOURS 
The PCCH offices will be closed Friday, April 3 through Monday, April 6. Join us for our 
Holy Week services on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday! 
 

GERMANTOWN AVENUE CRISIS MINISTRY FOOD DONATIONS 
First Sunday of the month food collection is next Sunday, April 5, 2026. 
GACM provides food, fuel, clothing, housing and other emergency assistance to those who 
live in the Northwest section of Philadelphia. You can help by donating:  
 · Regular sized, shelf-stable food items in non-glass containers such as rice, pasta,  
 peanut butter and cereal, as well as canned items such as tuna, vegetables, beans, soups & 
 stews, etc. 
 · Household & hygiene items such as laundry pods, period products, individually 
 wrapped toothbrushes, etc. 
 · Financial donations: please make any payments out to PCCH and include  GACM in the 
 note/memo line. 
 

PCCH PRAYER GROUP 
The Deacons host a prayer gathering right after worship on select Sundays. Our next prayer 
gathering will be Sunday, April 12. Find Nicolette Cobbold in Widener Hall to join. 
 

THEOLOGY ON TAP 
Thursday, April 16, 7:30 p.m. at The Stotesbury, 812 E Willow Grove Avenue. The presenter 
will be the Rev. Emily Chapdelaine. All are welcome. Any questions, please contact the 
church office. 
 

MELODY AND COMEDY 
Melody and Comedy returns for its eleventh year on Saturday, April 25! Doors 
will open at 7 p.m., with the show beginning at 7:30 pm. Light hors d’oeuvres 
will be served. Our silent auction will also be returning and we are now 
accepting donations! If you would like to donate please complete the form by 
scanning the QR code. Please contact the main office with any questions. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE 

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Our Sunday School program for children age three through grade five begins 
with a brief opening in the chapel. For more information about our Sunday 
School classes and children's music program please scan the QR code. 
 
YOUTH GROUP UPDATE 
There will not be Confirmation Class and Youth Group this week. On evenings we have 
Confirmation Class, Youth Group will meet from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. Please note that all middle 
school and high school youth, regardless of confirmation status, are welcome to come to Youth 
Group! Feel free to bring a friend! Please contact Emily Chapdelaine for more details. 
 
CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH MUSIC UPDATE 
Joyful Noise, our Children’s Choir (age three to grade five) will rehearse today from 11 a.m. to 
11:40 a.m. in the Chapel. Children will be brought to their parents in Widener Hall following 
Sunday School. New singers and drop-ins are always welcome. 
 

Youth Choir (grades six through twelve) will rehearse today from 11:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the 
Chapel. Youth Choir will not meet the first Sunday of each month in order to engage in 
community service with the Youth Group. New singers and drop-ins are always welcome. 
 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY LENT MISSION PROJECT 
We will be raising money during Sunday School for The Mayfly Project, an 
organization that mentors children in foster care through fly fishing. Children 
can bring their donations from Sunday, March 1 until Easter Sunday. To learn 
more, scan the QR Code. “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I’ll show you how to 
fish for people.” (Matthew 4:19)  

Date GODLY PLAY 
(age three—kindergarten) 

GROWING IN GOD'S LOVE 
(first—second grade) 

CHRISTIAN STUDIES 
(third—fifth grade) 

3/29 Buddy Storm 
and Zach Cline 

Rachelle Pretz 
and Dan Pretz 

Anna Storm 
and Amy Raphael 

FOLLOW ME 
(sixth—eighth grade) 

stay in worship 
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CENTER ON THE HILL  

If you have time in your day, we have something fun for you to do! Open Monday to 
Thursday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Friday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. New Online content is posted 
Monday through Thursday at 12 p.m. on our programs page. Scan the QR Code for 
more information. 
 

The Center on the Hill will be closed Friday, April 3 and Monday April 6 for Easter break. 
 

Upcoming classes and events 
Registration is required for all activities and classes at the Center as space is limited for social 
distancing. Call 215.247.4654 or email msaavedra@chestnuthillpres.org to register.  
 

COMMUNITY LUNCHEON (registration required) 
Thursday, March 31, 12 p.m., $12 before March 20, $15 March 20 or after 
Where else in the community can you go for lunch where you’ll see both familiar and new faces, where 
the atmosphere is relaxed and welcoming, where the food is consistently good, and where it only costs 
you twelve dollars? Our large room is full of round tables that are simply decorated and set with white 
linens and festive tableware. We’d love to see you there!  
 

BUILDING MUSCLES FOR LIFE: TIPS TO ENHANCE AGAIN GRACEFULLY (registration 
required) Thursday, April 2, 11 a.m., free 
Inspired by a chapter she wrote in the book, The Wellness Universe Guide to Complete Self-Care, 25 Tools 
for Life, Ellen Donovan will discuss how exercise teaches you grit, resilience, and the ability to overcome 
obstacles; and show you the value of consistency and the need to push through tough times. You don’t 
need to bring anything to this session, other than a pen and paper for notetaking, and an open mind. 
Ellen's goal for is for you to walk away inspired to embark on your own exercise journey, with some 
useful tools to help guide you along the way.   
 

FORUM ON THE HILL: ANNDEE HOCHMAN—FAMILY MATTERS (registration required) 
Thursday, April 9, 12:30 p.m., $5 requested donation 
What does a twenty-first century family look like? Anndee Hochman's weekly "Parent Trip" column in 
the Philadelphia Inquirer told stories of families formed through adoption, conception, family-
blending, surrogacy and fostering. Her new book, Parent Trip: Unexpected Roads to Form a Family, gathers 
forty-two of those stories along with her personal essays on parenthood. Hochman will read from the 
book and lead a conversation about what it means to create family today.   
 

ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP: WHY DO IT ALONE? (registration required) 
Thursday, April 9, 2 p.m., free 
This is an open support group for caregivers, sponsored by the Alzheimer's Association of the Delaware 
Valley. The group meetings are open to new and interested members. No enrollment or long term 
commitment is required, just a willingness to share in a confidential and supportive environment. 
For more information call Jean Kirkley, 215.758.7305, or email: jean.kirkley@gmail.com. 
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Happening Here This Week  
SUNDAY, March 29 
Worship 
Church School 
Fellowship 
Joyful Noise rehearsal 
Youth Choir rehearsal 
 
MONDAY, March 30 
Sketching and Watercolor class 
Tai Chi Private Practice group 
Table Games Open Play group 
Watermedia Level Two class 
Qigong class 
 
TUESDAY, March 31 
Sketching and Watercolor class 
Meditation Practice group 
Tai Chi class 
COTH Community Luncheon 
Mah Jongg Open Play group 
Watercolor & Drawing Foundations class 
 
WEDNESDAY, April 1 
Beginning Tai Chi class 
Rummy Tiles Open Play group 
Bible Study group 
Continuing Tai Chi class 
Bridge Open Play group 
Intermediate Tai Chi class 
Golden Yoga class 
Social Witness Committee meeting 

Palm Sunday 
sanctuary, 10 a.m. 

Strouse, 10:20 a.m. 
Widener, 11 a.m. 

Chapel, 11:10 a.m. 
Chapel, 12 p.m. 

 
 

room 1&2, 9:30 a.m. 
room 3&4, 10:15 a.m. 

room 5, 12 p.m. 
room 1&2, 1:30 p.m. 

Harris, 2 p.m. 
 
 

room 1&2, 9:30 a.m. 
room 4, 9:30 a.m. 

rooms 3&4, 11:30 a.m. 
Widener, 12 p.m.  

room 5, 12:30 p.m. 
room 1&2, 1:30 p.m. 

 
 

Widener, 10 a.m. 
room 5, 10:30 a.m. 
Harris, 10:30 a.m. 

Widener, 11:15 a.m. 
room 1&2, 11:30 a.m. 

Widener, 12:30 p.m. 
Widener, 3 p.m. 
Zoom, 7:30 p.m. 
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THURSDAY, April 2 
Flower Guild Easter preparation 
Qigong class 
Painters group 
Building Muscles for Life class 
Mah Jongg group 
French Conversation group 
Men’s Fellowship 
Aging in Place group 
Maundy Thursday Soup Supper Service 
 
FRIDAY, April 3 
Center on the Hill and Office closed 
Flower Guild Easter preparation 
Good Friday Worship service 
 
SATURDAY, April 4 
Flower Guild Easter preparation 
 
SUNDAY, April 5 
Worship 
Church School 
Fellowship 
Easter Egg Hunt 

Maundy Thursday 
sanctuary, 9 a.m. 

Harris, 9 a.m. 
room 1&2, 9:30 a.m. 

Harris, 11 a.m. 
room 5, 1:30 p.m. 

room 1&2, 1:30 p.m. 
reception, 2 p.m. 
Harris, 2:15 p.m. 
Widener, 7 p.m. 

 
Good Friday 

 
sanctuary, 9 a.m. 
chapel, 7:30 p.m. 

 
 

sanctuary, 9 a.m. 
 

Easter Sunday and Lord’s Supper 
sanctuary, 10 a.m. 

Strouse, 10:20 a.m. 
Widener, 11 a.m. 

front lawn, 11 a.m. 
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About PCCH  

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF CHESTNUT HILL is a lively congregation that has 
been serving Philadelphia and beyond since 1852. We have been located on this site since 
1950. We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and the Presbytery of 
Philadelphia.  
 
Our traditional worship service connects with contemporary approaches to questions of faith 
and life. We support a wide range of mission partners throughout the city and are home to a 
number of music groups.  
 
Our membership is drawn from the city and surrounding communities. We aspire to be an 
inclusive community of faith in our work and worship together. 

BOARD OF DEACONS 

SESSION 

Kelly Baughman 
Mark Bernstein 
Stephen Bishop 
Sue Brunell 
Nicolette Cobbold 
Debby Evans 

Becky Frazier 
Ann Goslin 
Kristin Lawton 
Emily McCahery 
Jane McGill 
Laura Messenger 

 
 

Thanice Petrak 
Rachelle Pretz 
Amy Raphael 
Sharyn Walker 
Sarah Wright 
Beth Wrigley 

 

 

Jill Bown 
Rebecca DePasquale 
Gregory Dickinson 
Jack Evans 
Graeme Frazier 
Kelley Garner 

Melissa Montgomery 
William Murphy 
Elizabeth Podraza 
Jeannette Quirus 
Dominick Rebeck 
Diana Rodgers 

Harry Spaeth 
James Spause 
Margaret R. Spencer 
William Storm 
Tennyson Tippy 
Clarke Woodruff 
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Church Staff  

The Rev. Ellen Williams Hensle Senior Minister and Head of Staff 
The Rev. Emily Chapdelaine Associate Minister of Congregational Life 
The Rev. Cynthia A. Jarvis Pastor Emerita 
Dr. Daniel Spratlan Director of Music 
Jeffrey DeVault Organist and Associate Director of Music 
Dr. Julie Snyder Director, Children’s Education, Joyful Noise, and Youth Choir 
Rachel Cline Church Administrator 
Megan Cullen Director, Preschool 
Mariangela Saavedra Director, Center on the Hill 
Mary Frommer Office and Media Coordinator 
Felix Delgado Full Time Sexton 
Nakeem Coleman Part Time Sexton 
Debbie Lambeth Sunday Child Care Giver 

 

PCCH links and 
online giving options 

Contact PCCH  

info@chestnuthillpres.org 
chestnuthillpres.org 

PCCHestnuthill 
chestnuthillpres.org/live 

Church office   215.247.8855 
Preschool    215.247.8865 
Center on the Hill 215.247.4654 

We are A Matthew 25 Congregation  

PCCH is a Matthew 25 Congregation of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA). We are committed to 
building congregational vitality, dismantling structural 
racism, and eradicating systemic poverty. Scan the QR 
code to learn more. 


