ORDER OF WORSHIP
SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
July 11, 2021

*HYMN

10:00 a.m.

The beginning of the opening voluntary is a call to silent, personal meditation.
Please silence all electronic devices as we prepare our hearts and minds to worship God.
Thank you for continuing to wear a face mask to support our children and those with health concerns.

OPENING VOLUNTARY

Toccata in F

Dieterich Buxtehude
(1637-1707)

INTROIT

arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams
(1872-1958)

Today we all are called to be
disciples of the Lord,
to help to set the captive free,
make plowshare out of sword,
to feed the hungry, quench their thirst,
make love and peace our fast,
to serve the poor and homeless first,
our ease and comfort last.

CALL TO WORSHIP (adapted from Psalm 30)
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

With all that is within us,
let us bless God’s holy name!
Who forgives all our sins,
who heals our diseases and our divisions,
who lifts us up from the bottom of the pit,
who crowns us with steadfast love and mercy.
With all that is within us,
let us praise God’s holy name!

Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above

MIT FREUDEN ZART

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

*GLORIA PATRI

Smith

Almighty God, you have returned us from the long marches of sleep; you have summoned us
from our separate darkness; you have called us to your glorious light. Let our prayers come
unto you, fragile and bewildered and broken though they be, until our falsehood tangles with
your truth, our sin bows in shame before your grace, and our vanity is shaken by your majesty.
Then turn our hands to compassion, our minds to reason and our hearts to trust in Christ who
was dead and is alive forevermore. Amen.

KYRIE ELEISON

Kile Smith
(b. 1956)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (unison)
O Lord our God, your word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. Give us grace to
receive your truth in faith and love, that we may be obedient to your will and live for
your glory; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

EPISTLE LESSON
PROMISE OF THE GOSPEL
Leader:
People:

Friends, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Ephesians 1:3-14

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before
the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us
for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his
will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In
him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according
to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he has made
known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in
Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven
and things on earth. In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined

according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and
will, so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his
glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation,
and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the
pledge of our inheritance towards redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.
Leader:
People:

TALLIS’ CANON

HYMN (seated)
Go with us, Lord, and guide the way,
Through this and every coming day,
That in your Spirit strong and true,
Our lives may be our gift to you.

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL LESSON

PSALTER

Psalm 85:8-13

I will listen to what the Lord God is saying,
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people
and to those who turn their hearts to him.
Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land.
Mercy and truth have met together,
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
Truth shall spring up from the earth
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
The Lord will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness shall go before him,
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.

CHILDREN’S MOMENT AND DISMISSAL
Children through fifth grade may process to the Chapel to meet for the Gathering.

PLAINSONG

Mark 6:14-29

King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were saying, ‘John
the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work
in him.’ But others said, ‘It is Elijah.’ And others said, ‘It is a prophet, like one of the
prophets of old.’ But when Herod heard of it, he said, ‘John, whom I beheaded, has been
raised.’ For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in
prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her.
For John had been telling Herod, ‘It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.’
And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, for
Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him.
When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. But an
opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and
officers and for the leaders of Galilee. When his daughter Herodias came in and danced,
she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, ‘Ask me for whatever you
wish, and I will give it.’ And he solemnly swore to her, ‘Whatever you ask me, I will
give you, even half of my kingdom.’ She went out and said to her mother, ‘What should I
ask for?’ She replied, ‘The head of John the baptizer.’ Immediately she rushed back to
the king and requested, ‘I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a
platter.’ The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests,
he did not want to refuse her. Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with
orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, brought his head
on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. When his
disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.
Leader:
People:

SERMON

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God.

“Discomfort”

Brian Russo

*HYMN

God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending

BEACH SPRING

The Apostles’ Creed

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to
judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church, the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERING
Offering plates are available at each sanctuary door, where you may share your
offering, as you enter or depart. You may continue to send pledges and other gifts to the
church office, or give online.

OFFERTORY SOLO

from Elijah

Felix Mendelssohn
(1809-1847)

“If with all your hearts ye truly seek me,
ye shall ever surely find me.”
Thus saith our God.
Oh! that I knew where I might find him,
that I might even come before his presence!

*HYMN

*DOXOLOGY

Live Into Hope

TRURO

OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Leader:
People:
Leader:
All:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Living God, from whom all blessings flow, take the gifts we offer, and
transform them for your use, that our service in your name might reflect your
love for the world. We pray in Christ’s name and for his sake. Amen.

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

CLOSING VOLUNTARY

*Congregation standing

Fugue in C

Buxtehude

LEADING WORSHIP: Brian D. Russo, Associate Pastor; John Wilkinson, Pastor
LITURGIST: Alison Rudolf
MUSIC: Steve Williamson, tenor and Ken Lovett, Organist

GREETERS: Elder: Melissa Montgomery; Deacon: Emily Barth
USHERS: Narthex: Shannon Cavanaugh; Hallway Door: Jill Bown
FLOWER GUILD: Jane Kaufman and Alison Rudolf

Flowers in the chancel are given to the glory of God
and in loving memory of
Rosetta Myrick and
James and Elizabeth Justice
by Steve and Linda Myrick.
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