THE PRESBY TERLAN CHURCH OF CHESTNUT HILL

An inclusive community of faith

Sunday, December 28, 2025
10 a.m.
FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

8855 Germantown Avenue, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania




WELCOME!

Whether you're a first time guest or a long time member, we are grateful for your
presence with us. There's a place for you here!

Following today's service, we invite you to join us for refreshments and fellowship

in Widener Hall.

ACCESSIBILITY
Please see an usher for listening assistive devices and large-print bulletins.

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN

e Nursery care for children through age two is available in the Strouse
building—see an usher for assistance. Children who are three are
encouraged to attend the Godly Play Sunday School class, but are
welcome to remain in the nursery at the discretion of their guardians.

e Children's Praise Packs are available in the narthex to aid children with
worship participation. Please return them after the service.

e All children in attendance are invited to attend Sunday E’F&JE
School, which begins immediately after the Children's ~
Message. Please scan the QR code to fill out a brief

waiver for your child. [=]
BEFORE WORSHIP

Please silence all electronic devices.

Please be mindful of our musicians, who rehearse in the Sanctuary
between 9 a.m. and 9:45 a.m. We welcome all to enter the Sanctuary, but

ask that you keep your conversations low.

CONTACT

If you'd like to receive regular updates about worship, church life and
other events, please contact Office & Media Coordinator, Mary Frommer.
If you are interested in joining PCCH, please contact the

Rev. Ellen Williams Hensle. With pastoral care concerns or prayer

requests, please contact the Rev. Dr. Frederick Lewis.




ORDER OF WORSHIP

OPENING VOLUNTARY Christmas Medley Anne Crosby Gaudet

INTROIT

In Dulci Jubilo arr. R. L. Pearsall
(1795-1856)

In dulci jubilo [In quiet joy]

Let us our homage show

Our heart’s joy reclineth

In praesepio [In a manger]

And like a bright star shineth

Matris in gremio [In the mother's lap]

Alpha es et O. [You are the Alpha and Omega

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Jesus, Son of the living God, splendor of the Father, eternal light:
People: Lord, we praise you!
Leader: Jesus, King of glory, sun of justice, son of the virgin Mary:
People: Lord, we praise you!
Leader: Jesus, Wonderful Counselor, everlasting Lord, Prince of Peace:
People: Lord, we praise you!
Leader: Jesus, gentle and humble of heart, our help and our refuge:
People: Lord, we praise you!
Leader: Jesus, God of peace, friend of all, source of life and of holiness:
People: Lord, we praise you!
Leader: Jesus, brother of the poor, goodness without measure, unending wisdom:
People: Lord, we praise you!
Leader: Jesus, good shepherd, true light, our way and our life:
People: Lord, we praise you! Amen.
*HYMN 23 Angels We Have Heard on High GLORIA

*Please stand as you are able.




PRAYER OF CONFESSION

O God, in the beginning you spoke

and creation was born, the object of your loving care.

In the fullness of time you spoke,

and the Word became flesh, Jesus Christ, gift of your love.
We wonder at the miracle of creation;

we stand in awe before the mystery of the incarnation.
Forgive us earthbound creatures, feeble in faith,

empty of hope, lacking in love.

Let the miracle and mystery of Christmas happen for us again.
We wait upon you with ready hearts, O God,

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

KYRIE ELEISON Craig Phillips
(b. 1961)
Everyone sings the refrain:
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Choir: Kyrie eleison. Christe eleison. Kyrie eleison.

Everyone repeats the refrain.



PROMISE OF THE GOSPEL

Leader: Friends, believe the good news.
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

*GLORIA PATRI REGENT SQUARE
(Hymn 417)
Laud and honor to the Father,

laud and honor to the Son,
laud and honor to the Spirit,
ever three and ever one;

one in might and one in glory,
while unending ages run.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

Leader: As a forgiven people, let us share Christ’s peace with one another.
The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

ASSOCIATE PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE UPDATE

*HYMN 44 O Little Town of Bethlehem ST. LouIs

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

By the light of your Holy Spirit shining in our midst,
open our hearts and minds, O God, to your Word,
present now and always, for the sake of your holy name. Amen.




OLD TESTAMENT

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
You have multiplied exultation;
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders,
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Great will be his authority,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Leader: Holy wisdom, holy word.
People: Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 9:2-7



PSALM 96:14, 11-12 PLAINSONG

Sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.

Sing to the Lord and bless his Name;
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.

Declare his glory among the nations
and his wonders among all peoples.

For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised;
he is more to be feared than all gods.

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it;
let the field be joyful and all that is there in.

Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy
before the Lord when he comes,
when he comes to judge the earth.

CHILDREN’S MOMENT

Children stay in worship.
There is no Joyful Noise or Youth Choir today following worship.




GOSPEL John 1:1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him
was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness did not overtake it.

There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light,
but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was
coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world did
not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.
But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become
children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will
of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory
as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

Leader: Holy wisdom, holy word.
People: Thanks be to God.

STORY The Christmas Pageant Ellen Williams Hensle
from Good News from North Haven
by Michael Lindvall

*HYMN 53 What Child Is This GREENSLEEVES



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Colossians 1:15-20

Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God,

the firstborn of all creation;

in him all things in heaven and on earth were created,
things visible and invisible.

All things have been created through him and for him.
He himself is before all things,

and in him all things hold together.

He is head of the body, the church;

he is the beginning,

the firstborn of the dead,

so that he might come to have first place in everything.
For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,
and through him God was pleased to reconcile all things,
whether on earth or in heaven,

by making peace through the blood of his cross. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERING
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM Cowentry Carol

Lully, lullay, thou little tiny child,
Bye bye, lully, lullay.

O sisters too, how may we do

For to preserve this day

This poor youngling, for whom we do sing,
Bye bye, lully, lullay?

Herod the king, in his raging,
Charged he hath this day

His men of might, in his own sight,
All young children to slay.

That woe is me, poor child, for thee
And ever mourn and may

For thy parting neither say nor sing,
Bye bye, lully, lullay!

*DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

arr. Martin Shaw

(1875-1958)

OLD HUNDREDTH



*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (unison)

Leader: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Leader: Let us pray.

All: In this gifting season, O God,
we are grateful for the gift of your dear Son,
our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Receive, we pray, these offerings we bring.
May they be used in the service
of your grace and truth dwelling among us.
In Christ’s holy name we pray. Amen.

*HYMN 40 Joy to the World

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

BENEDICTION RESPONSE

Amen.

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Vom Himmel hoch,

da komm ich her

ANTIOCH

McNeil Robinson 11
(1943-2015)

Johann Pachelbel
(1653-1706)
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LEADING WORSHIP TODAY

PREACHING AND CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
The Rev. Ellen Williams Hensle

LITURGIST
The Rev. Dr. Fredrick Lewis

MUSIC

Dr. Daniel Spratlan Conductor and Director of Music

Ben Ferriby, Lauren Kelly, Dr. Julie Snyder, Steve Williamson Quartet
Jeffrey DeVault Organist

Kathy Krantz Folk Harp

USHERS
Joan Demme Team #4 Leader
James Cupp, James Lutz, Michelle Shachtman, Robert Shachtman, and Barbara Spause

GREETERS
Gtregory Dickinson and Jack Evans Elders
Stephen Bishop and Debby Evans Deacons

FLOWER GUILD
All Team Members

MUSIC AND TEXTS Reprinted and streamed with permission under One License
#A-743217. All Rights Reserved. Prayers in the bulletin are from The Worship
Sourcebook, Baker Books, 2013. Feasting on the Word Lectionary Companion, Year A,
Vol. 1, Westminster John Knox Press: 2013.

COVER ART Holy Family, Margaret Hotheinz-Déring (1910-1994), watercolor, 1973.
Holy Family, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity
Library, Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?
RC=56749 [retrieved December 23, 2025]. Original source:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Stern_von_Bethlehem, Margret_Hofheinz-
D%C3%B6ring, Aquarell1973_(WV-Nr.5834).jpg.



CHRISTMAS FLOWERS

In Loving Memory of
Stanley Elwell
Terry Frazier
John Armbruster
Our father

Our grandparents—John Baughman, and
David and Margaret Larson

Maria and Cecilia

Arthur and Betty Wrigley, and Janet and
Cecil Cross

Mildred S. Owen, Harris A. Carr, and
Timothy A. Carr

Barbara Spaeth
Henry and Betty Jones
Jack and Martha Loughridge

Eileen and Tony Pitone, and Marie,

Garrett, Frank and Phil Watson

Barbara and George Butler, and Jim and
Peter Van Blarcom

Our family
Our parents

Jim and Pete Van Blarcom

Meg Mann and Ken Goodrich

Given by
the Elwell family
anonymous
Barbara Armbruster
Becky and Graeme Frazier

Charlotte, Caroline, Lilly, and
William Baughman

Don and Cathy Levonian

Elsbeth Wrigley
Emilie H. Carr

Harry M. Spaeth
Jason R. Jones
Jeffrey J. Loughridge

Julianne, Declan, and Ali Watson
Lisa and Tom Butler, and family

Mark Conti
Martha and Will Agate
Mary Ann Van Blarcom

Ryan and Drew Mann
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Johan Kruger and
Beatrice Goldsborough Robinson

Our loved ones
Mildred and George Mann

Robert William White and his grandson
Timothy White

Jeanne Lutz, Andy Csizmadiq,
Sandy Csizmadiq, and George Keeler

Grizz, Grammy, Dadone, Kay, Vito, and
Ice-Man

Nancy and Bob Innes, and
Jane Beatrice Finbow

In Honor of
Ronald Klinger

George Spaeth and Willi

Our parents and grandparents
Our families

Kate Magid, Julie Snyder, Pastor Ellen, and
all of our church school, youth group, and
confirmation class teachers

Our four granddaughters—Libby, Sloane,
Cora and Remi

In Celebration of

Our family

Michelle Shachtman

Sandy and Geroge Connelly
Susan O’Connell

Susan White
the Lutz family
the Spause family

their loving family

Given by
Christen Martin

Diana Rodgers, Mike Genuardi, Louisa,
Susanna, and Julia David

Dick and Grace Stewart

Jeff and Liz Podraza

Louisa, Susanna, and Julia David Genuardi

Martha and Will Agate

Given by

Taylor and Frank Slaughter



With Thanks for

All who make the church and music
beautiful all year

Our family and friends
Our children and grandchildren
The love and support of family and friends

The hard work and dedication of our

talented PCCH staff

Julie Snyder

Blake Brown—Flynn and Harper Herlihy

Given by

anonymous

Bruce and Dongsook Whitehead

Jane and Russ Kaufman

Sandy Sherwood

the Hensle family

the Youth Choir Girls—Elisa, Ella, Lousia,
Mackenzie, and Natalie

the Cornely family
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HAPPENING AT PCCH

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY HOURS
The church office and the Center on the Hill are closed through Friday, January 2. We will all
return to the office on Monday, January 5 for our regular hours.

PCCH PRAYER GROUP

The Deacons host a prayer gathering right after worship on select Sundays. Our next prayer
gathering is Sunday, January 4. Find Nicolette Cobbold in Widener Hall to join.

PCCH WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY

Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. in the Harris room. Our next meeting will be on January 7. The
Rev. Ellen Williams Hensle will lead the discussion, focusing on the biblical text for the
January 11, 2026 sermon, Matthew 3:13-17. All are welcome. There will be no Bible Study
on December 31.

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP

Men’s Fellowship meets on the first and third Thursdays of each month. The next Men’s
Fellowship meeting is Thursday, January 8 from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. in the reception room.
Please call Ron Rising at 203.206.7299 with any questions or concerns.

LADIES CIRCLE GROUP

If socializing, Bible Study and stimulating/lively discussions appeal to you, then you may want
to join our group of great women to learn and share. We typically meet on the third Tuesday
of every month (September through June) at 10 a.m. The next meeting will be Tuesday,
January 20. Please contact Taylor Slaughter, practextum@gmail.com or 215.983.8561, with
any questions.

GERMANTOWN AVENUE CRISIS MINISTRY FOOD DONATIONS

First Sunday of the month food collection is next Sunday, January 4, 2026.

GACM provides food, fuel, clothing, housing and other emergency assistance to those who
live in the Northwest section of Philadelphia. You can help by donating:

- Regular sized, shelf-stable food items in non-glass containers such as rice, pasta, peanut
butter and cereal, as well as canned items such as tuna, vegetables, beans, soups & stews, etc.
- Household & hygiene items such as laundry pods, period products, individually wrapped
toothbrushes, etc.

- Financial donations: please make any payments out to PCCH and include GACM

in the note/memo line.



CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE
Date GODLY PLAY GROWING IN GOD'S LOVE CHRISTIAN STUDIES FOLLOW ME
(age three—kindergarten)  (first—second grade) (third—fifth grade) (sixth—eighth grade)
12/28 stay in worship stay in worship stay in worship stay in worship
SUNDAY SCHOOL

Our Sunday School program for children age three through grade five begins
with a brief opening in the chapel. For more information about our Sunday
School classes and children's music program please scan the QR code.

YOUTH GROUP UPDATE

On evenings we have Confirmation Class Youth Group will meet from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. Please
note that all middle school and high school youth, regardless of confirmation status, are welcome
to come to Youth Group! Feel free to bring a friend! Please contact Kate Magid for more details.

CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH MUSIC UPDATE
Joyful Noise and Youth Choir will not rehearse today.
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CENTER ON THE HILL

If you have time in your day, we have something fun for you to do! Open Monday
to Thursday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Friday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. New Online content is
posted Monday through Thursday at 12 p.m. on our programs page. Scan the QR
Code for more information.

The Center on the Hill is closed Monday, December 22, 2025 through Friday, January 2, 2026 for
the Holiday break. We will reopen on Monday, January 5, 2025

REGISTRATION FOR UPCOMING CLASSES AND EVENTS BEGINS MONDAY, JANUARY 5 AT 10 A.M.
Registration is required for all activities and classes at the Center as space is limited for social
distancing. Call 215.247.4654 or email msaavedra@chestnuthillpres.org to register.

STRONG BONES EXERCISE CLASS (registration required)

Tuesdays, January 6-February 10 (no class on 1/27), 1 p.m., $72 for a five week session

Clinical studies have proven that doing the right exercises, improving your balance, and making
lifestyle changes are critical factors in building stronger bones. “Strong Bones” includes standing
and floor exercises to improve postural alignment, balance, and strength. Bring your own mat, all
other equipment is provided.

JANUARY ART SHOW: THE JOINED HANDS ARTISTS COLLECTIVE fregistration required)
Meet the Artist Reception: Friday, January 9, 3 p.m.

The Joined Hands Artists Collective are Quaker and Quaker-friendly artists who create through
various mediums: fiber arts, painting, photography, ceramics, mixed-media, book and literary

arts. Their collective meets monthly to share current works, teach skills, and attend events.

AGING IN PLACE GROUP (registration required)

Thursday, January 8, 2:15 p.m., free

Join this fun and informative social group of adults like you, healthy aging in place. Share ideas,
tips, tricks, thoughts, and concerns that come up in your daily lives. Discuss your insights and
observations about the world around you in a welcoming environment. Find support, friendship,
and helpful information in this group lead by Megan Do Nascimento, the wellness coordinator at
Awbury Arboretum in East Mt. Airy.

FORUM ON THE HILL-JIM MURPHY: REAL PHILLY HISTORY, REAL FAST (registration

required)

January 15, 11:30 a.m., $5 requested donation

Longtime resident of Philadelphia, Jim Murphy does frequent in-person and online presentations

on “The Amazing Success of William Penn.” A copywriter and former creative director Jim has

owned his own marketing/communications business since 2004, and was the editor of Choices, an

award-winning magazine published by the Franklin Mint Federal Credit Union. He has been

researching Philadelphia history since 2010. Find out what Jim Murphy learned during the eleven
18 vyears spent writing his popular book “Real Philly History, Real Fast.”



HAPPENING HERE THIS WEEK

SUNDAY, December 28
Worship

Church School
Fellowship

MONDAY, December 29
TUESDAY, December 30

WEDNESDAY, December 31

New Years Eve

THURSDAY, January 1, 2026
Happy New Year!

FRIDAY, January 2
PCCH Sober and Out

SATURDAY, January 3

Building cleaning

SUNDAY, January 4
Worship

Church School

Fellowship

Youth Group Service Sunday
Joyful Noise rehearsal

Youth Choir rehearsal

Confirmation Class

First Sunday of Christmas
sanctuary, 10 a.m.
Strouse, 10:20 a.m.
Widener, 11 a.m.

COTH and office closed
COTH and office closed

COTH and office closed

COTH and office closed

COTH and office closed

Harris, 7 p.m.

Lord’s Supper and Second Sunday of Christmas
sanctuary, 10 a.m.

Strouse, 10:20 a.m.

Widener, 11 a.m.

kitchen, 11 a.m.

Strouse or sanctuary, 11:10 a.m.

Strouse, 12 p.m.

Harris, 7 p.m.
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CHURCH STAFF

The Rev. Ellen Williams Hensle Senior Minister and Head of Staff

The Rev. Cynthia A. Jarvis Pastor Emerita

The Rev. Dr. Frederick Lewis Parish Associate

Dr. Daniel Spratlan Director of Music

Jeffrey DeVault Organist and Associate Director of Music

Dr. Julie Snyder Director, Children’s Education, Joyful Noise, and Youth Choir
Katherine McGill Magid Director of Youth Ministry
Rachel Cline Church Administrator

Megan Cullen Director, Preschool

Mariangela Saavedra Director, Center on the Hill
Mary Frommer Office and Media Coordinator

Felix Delgado Full Time Sexton i
Nakeem Coleman Part Time Sexton PCCH links and
Debbie Lambeth Sunday Child Care Giver online giving options

WE ARE A MATTHEW 25 CONGREGATION

PCCH is a Matthew 25 Congregation of the
Presbyterian Church (USA). We are committed to

building congregational vitality, dismantling structural

‘ racism, and eradicating systemic poverty. Scan the QR

[=]

code to learn more.

CONTACT PCCH

Church office 215.247.8855
Preschool 215.247.8865
Center on the Hill 215.247.4654

info@chestnuthillpres.org
chestnuthillpres.org
PCCHestnuthill

chestnuthillpres.org/live
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