THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF CHESTNUT HILL

An inclusive community of faith

Sunday, August 9, 2026
10 a.m.
ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

8855 Germantown Avenue, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania




WELCOME!

Whether you're a first time guest or a long time member, we are grateful for your
presence with us. There's a place for you here!

Following today's service, we invite you to join us for refreshments and fellowship

in Widener Hall.

ACCESSIBILITY
Please see an usher for listening assistive devices and large-print bulletins.

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN

e Nursery care for children through age two is available in the Strouse
building—see an usher for assistance. Children who are three are
encouraged to attend the Godly Play Sunday School class, but are
welcome to remain in the nursery at the discretion of their guardians.

e Children's Praise Packs are available in the narthex to aid children with
worship participation. Please return them after the service.

e All children in attendance are invited to attend Sunday E’F&JE
School, which begins immediately after the Children's ~
Message. Please scan the QR code to fill out a brief

waiver for your child. [=]
BEFORE WORSHIP

Please silence all electronic devices.

Please be mindful of our musicians, who rehearse in the Sanctuary
between 9 a.m. and 9:45 a.m. We welcome all to enter the Sanctuary, but

ask that you keep your conversations low.

CONTACT

If you'd like to receive regular updates about worship, church life and
other events, please contact Office & Media Coordinator, Mary Frommer.
If you are interested in joining PCCH, please contact the Rev. Ellen
Williams Hensle. With pastoral care concerns or prayer requests, please

contact our Seminary Intern Dr. William “Buddy” Storm.




ORDER OF WORSHIP

OPENING VOLUNTARY Adagio

INTROIT

from Sonata K. 332

If With All Your Hearts
from Elijah

If with all your hearts ye truly seek me,

ye shall ever surely find me.

Thus saith our God.

Oh! that I knew where I might find Him,
that I might even come before His presence!
If with all your hearts ye truly seek me,

ye shall ever surely find me.

Thus saith our God.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: O give thanks to the Lord:
People: Sing to God! Tell of God’s wonderful works!
Leader: Remember all the things God has done:
People: We glory in God’s holy name!
Leader: Seek the Lord, our strength and refuge:

People:

*HYMN 276

we come to be in God’s presence.

Great Is Thy Faithfulness

W.A. Mozart
(175691)

Felix Mendelssohn
(1809-1847)

FAITHFULNESS




PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Holy God,

it is easy to confess with our lips that you are Lord,
but it is much harder to believe with our hearts,

to live in a way that puts you first.

We are quick to trust in idols.

We depend on what we can see, touch, and control,
instead of waiting to hear your still, small voice.
Forgive us, Lord, and help our unbelief,

so that what we confess with our lips

we may truly believe in our hearts. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
KYRIE ELEISON Healey Willan
(1880-1968)
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on  us. Lord, have mer- cy up - on us.
PROMISE OF THE GOSPEL

Leader: Friends, believe the good news.
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.



*GLORIA PATRI WESTMINSTER ABBEY

Laud and honor to the Father, (Fymn 416)

Laud and honor to the Son,
Laud and honor to the Spirit,
Ever three and ever one;

One in might and one in glory,
While unending ages run.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

Leader: As a forgiven people, let us share Christ’s peace with one another.
The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Gracious God,

we listen for you in wind, earthquake, and fire.
Unexpectedly, you speak in the sound of silence.

By the power of the Holy Spirit,

silence in us all the storms, doubts and fears that overwhelm,
so that we may hear what you have to say to us. Amen.




GOSPEL Matthew 14:22-33

Immediately he made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side,
while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up
the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this
time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against
them. And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. But when
the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!”
And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take
heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”

Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.”
He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and
came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and,
beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his
hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” When
they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, saying,

“Truly you are the Son of God.”

Leader: Holy wisdom, Holy word.
People: Thanks be to God.



PSALM 85:813 Plainchant

I will listen to what the Lord God is saying,
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people
and to those who turn their hearts to him.

Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land.

Mercy and truth have met together,
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

Truth shall spring up from the earth
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.

The Lord will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.

Righteousness shall go before him,
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.

CHILDREN’S MOMENT AND DISMISSAL

Children depart for church school in the Strouse building.
Joyful Noise will meet today from 11 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in the Chapel.
Parents, your children will be brought to you in Widener Hall.
Youth Choir will resume in September.

HYMN (seated) TALLIS CANON

Go with us, Lord, and guide the way,
through this and every coming day,
that in your Spirit strong and true,
our lives may be our gift to you.




OLD TESTAMENT 1 Kings 19:9-18

At that place he came to a cave and spent the night there.

Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts, for the
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your
prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”

He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about
to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and
breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind, and after
the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake, and after the
earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer
silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and
stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are
you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God
of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and
killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to
take it away.” Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also you shall
anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of
Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. Whoever escapes from the sword of
Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill.
Yet [ will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and
every mouth that has not kissed him.”

Leader: Holy wisdom, Holy word.
People: Thanks be to God.

SERMON The Cave, The Storm, The Fire and Beyond Frederick Lewis

"... but the Lord was not in the earthquake, and after the earthquake a fire,
but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence."

1 Kings 19:11b-12



*HYMN 345 Dear Lord and Father of Mankind REST

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from The Confession of 1967

God’s sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of the human mind. Human
thought ascribes to God superlatives of power, wisdom, and goodness. But God
reveals divine love in Jesus Christ by showing power in the form of a servant,
wisdom in the folly of the cross, and goodness in receiving sinful men and women.
The power of God’s love in Christ to transform the world discloses that the
Redeemer is the Lord and Creator who made all things to serve the purpose of

God’s love.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY SOLO Give Me Jesus arr. Moses Hogan

(1957-2003)
[ heard my mother say,

Give me Jesus.

Give me Jesus,
You may have all of this world,
Give me Jesus.

Dark midnight was my cry,
Give me Jesus.

Oh, when I come to die,
Give me Jesus.
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*DOXOLOGY OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (unison)

Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us pray.
All: We give you thanks, O Lord,
for your sustaining presence and abundant grace.
Receive now these gifts we bring to you
out of your generous provision in our lives.
May they be used to feed the hungry,
relieve the oppressed,
and proclaim everywhere the good news of your Son,
in whose name we pray. Amen.

*HYMN 399 We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight DUNLAP’S CREEK

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Jig Fugue Dieterich Buxtehude
(1637-1707)



LEADING WORSHIP TODAY

PREACHING AND CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
The Rev. Dr. Frederick Lewis

LITURGIST
The Rev. Dr. Chris Petrak

MUSIC

Nickolas James Tenor
Jeffrey DeVault Organist

GREETERS
Clarke Woodruff and Margaret R. Spencer Elders
Nicolette Cobbold and Rachelle Pretz Deacons

USHERS
Dom Rebeck Team #3 Leader
Peter Cooke, Doug Olson, Tom Hensle, Jeannette Quirus and John Quirus

FLOWER GUILD
Linda Pettengill and Sue Shuchat

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in honor of Robert
“Griz” Grisdale, Kay “Grandmom” Grisdale, Dorothy “Grammy” Spause, Charles Fritz,
Gerald “Dadone” Spause, Vito “Da Pug” Spause, Raymond “PopPop” Scotti, and Mike
“Ice-Man” Angelucci (the founder of The Savants Acoustic Duo) by Jim, Barb, Emily and
Charlie Spause.

MUSIC AND TEXTS Reprinted and streamed with permission under One License
#A-743217. All Rights Reserved. Prayers in the bulletin are from Feasting on the Word Worship
Companion, Year A, Vol. 2, Westminster John Knox Press, 2013. Call to Worship Lectionary
Companion, Year A, 2022-2023, PC(USA) Office of Theology and Worship.

COVER ART Elijia, artist unknown, freestanding sculpture, 16th to 17th century. This
freestanding sculpture of Elijah is found atop the altar in Monasterio de la Encarnacién in
Avila, Spain. Specific details of this sculpture are difficult to find, as much of the monastery's
history and recorded documents tie to Saint Teresa Avila (Teresa of Jesus) who entered the
Carmelite convent in 1534. The original monastery was built in 1478, but with the growth of
the town was moved to its current location around 1515. Between the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries the monastery went through another expansion and renovation, adding
a two-level cloister, a central courtyard, and Baroque interior alterations, including the altar
on which this sculpture of Elijah stands. He is depicted in a Carmelite habit, a nod to St.
Teresa, who is alleged to have been born in the city of Avila in March of 1515.
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HAPPENING AT PCCH

PCCH PRESCHOOL ADVERTISING ASSISTANCE
The PCCH preschool is looking for volunteers to display lawn signs advertising open enrollment
in their front yards. If you are interested, please stop outside of the main office to pick up a sign!

ACHIEVEABILITY BACKPACK DRIVE BUILD

Join us next Sunday, August 16 as we assemble backpacks for ACHIEVEability’s annual back pack
drive! We will meet in the reception room during fellowship to assemble the bags. Thank you to
all of our members who donated supplies to help us send sixty kids back to school in style!

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY SUMMER MISSION PROJECT

Our Children’s Ministry is collecting hygiene and household items for the Nationalities Service
Center. The following items will be collected from June 14 through August 30: Full size
shampoo, conditioner, body wash, deodorant, laundry detergent, and Clorox wipes.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

The Session has called a very brief congregational meeting to follow worship on Sunday, August
23, for the purpose of electing Rebecca Bernstein to fill the remaining two years of a vacated term
on Session.

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR JOAN TORELLO
Please join us at Normandy Farms on Friday, August 28, at 2 p.m. for a memorial service
celebrating the life of Joan Torello.

SAVE THE DATE: THE PCCH HOMECOMING PICNIC IS COMING!

Join us on Sunday, September 13 as we kick off the 202627 program year with our annual
Homecoming Picnic, on the front lawn. Bring your favorite side dish, salad or dessert to share.
More information on how to sign up to help is coming soon—mark your calendars today!

BIBLE STUDY LADIES CIRCLE |MEN’S FELLOWSHIP | THEOLOGY ON TAP

August 20, 2 p.m.

Will resume in Will resume in Reception Room Will resume in

September September Ron Rising September
203.206.7299




CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE
Date SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS

08/09 Linnea Johnson and Dr. Julie Snyder

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Our Summer Sunday School program (children

age three through rising sixth graders) will

take place in our air conditioned Chapel. We will meet until 11:30 a.m. each week.

YOUTH GROUP UPDATE
The youth of PCCH are currently in Pittsburgh

for their summer mission trip! Please keep

them in your prayers as they serve, learn, and play together.

CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH MUSIC UPDATE
Youth Choir (grades six through twelve) will be on summer break until September. Joyful
Noise (our children’s choir age three to grade five) will rehearse as part of Sunday School.

IT’S COOL IN THE FURNACE
PCCH Summer Children’s Ministry

Join us as we study the story of Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, rehearse and perform the children’s
musical It’s Cool in the Furnace, and explore the
many ways that immigrants have contributed and
continue to contribute to our communities. Mark
your calendar for our performance on Sunday,
August 30 during worship!

It’s Cool In The Furnace Rehearsal Schedule

August 9—First run through
August 16—Run through with costumes
August 23—Full dress rehearsal.

- We appreciate your child’s attendance at as

many rehearsals as possible.
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CENTER ON THE HILL

If you have time in your day, we have something fun for you to do! Open Monday
through Thursday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Friday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. New online content
is posted Monday through Thursday at 12 p.m. on our programs page. Scan the QR
Code for more information.

The Center on the Hill will be closed August 24 through August 28 for summer break.

Upcoming classes and events
Registration is required for all activities and classes at the Center as space is limited for social
distancing. Call 215.247.4654 or email msaavedra@chestnuthillpres.org to register.

TABLE GAMES: OPEN PLAY (registration required)

Mondays, ongoing, 12 p.m., $2

Playing table games has been proven to stimulate brain areas responsible for memory formation
and complex thought processes, in all ages. Give your brain a workout by joining us on Mondays
for casual and fun open play of table games. Bring your favorite game, or choose from ones we
have available at the Center like Clue, Parchisi, Boggle, Phase 10, Scatergories, Dominos,
Battleship, Five Crowns, Quiddler, Qwirkle, Monopoly and more!

SKETCHING AND WATERCOLOR (registration required)

Mondays or Tuesdays, ongoing, 10 a.m., $32 per calendar month

Enjoy sketching and watercolor painting in a relaxed class. A variety of mediums and techniques
will be demonstrated, with still life's and photographs used as reference. This class is open for
people of all levels of skill and experience. Please bring you payment by check to your first class.

GOLDEN YOGA (registration required)

Wednesdays, ongoing, 3 p.m., $10 per class, $35 for four classes, $85 for ten classes

Golden Yoga is a classical yoga, adapted by the SKY Foundation, to accommodate those who have
difficulty getting up and down from the floor. The practices include stretching, breathing,
relaxation, and meditation techniques—all done while sitting in a chair or standing.

YOGA WITH ATTITUDE (registration required)

Wednesdays, 3 p.m., $45 per calendar month, $10 first class walk-in, $15 single class

This is basic yoga with breath warm-ups, asana and meditation. Students of all ages and levels of
experience are welcome. The class provides a method which allows us to adopt an “attitude” when
confronted and to respond to the adventures in our lives. Participants practice alternative
viewpoints, while “standing in truth and light.”



HAPPENING HERE THIS WEEK

SUNDAY, August 9
Church School
Fellowship

Joyful Noise rehearsal

MONDAY, August 10
Sketching and Watercolor class
Tai Chi group

Table Games Open Play group
Qigong

TUESDAY, August 11
Meditation Practice group
Sketching and Watercolor class
Mah Jongg Open Play group

WEDNESDAY, August 12
Beginning Tai Chi class
Rummy Tiles Open Play group
Continuing Tai Chi class
Bridge Open Play group
Golden Yoga class

THURSDAY, August 13
Qigong class

Painters group

Mah Jongg group

French Conversation group
Soul Line Dancing class
Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support

FRIDAY, August 14

Yoga with Attitude class
Scrabble Play group

Yoga, A Chair, and You class

International Folk Dancing group

SUNDAY, August 16
Worship

Church School
Fellowship

Joyful Noise rehearsal

Strouse, 10:20 a.m.
Widener, 11 a.m.
chapel, 11 a.m.

room 1&2, 10 a.m.
room 3&4, 10:15 a.m.
room 5, 12 p.m.
Harris, 2 p.m.

Harris, 9:30 a.m.
room 1&2, 10 a.m.
room 5, 12:30 p.m.

Widener, 10 a.m.
room 5, 10:30 a.m.
Widener, 11:15 a.m.
room 1&2, 11:30 a.m.
Widener, 3 p.m.

Harris, 9 a.m.

room 1&2, 9:30 a.m.
room 5, 1:30 p.m.
room 1&2, 1:30 p.m.
Widener, 1:30 p.m.
Harris, 2 p.m.

Harris, 9:45 a.m.
room 5, 10 a.m.
Harris, 11:30 a.m.
room 3&4, 12 p.m.

sanctuary, 10 a.m.
Strouse, 10:20 a.m.
Widener, 11 a.m.
chapel, 11 a.m.
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CHURCH STAFF

The Rev. Ellen Williams Hensle Senior Minister and Head of Staff

The Rev. Emily Chapdelaine Associate Minister of Congregational Life (on leave)
Dr. William “Buddy” Storm Seminary Intern

Dr. Daniel Spratlan Director of Music

Jeffrey DeVault Organist and Associate Director of Music

Dr. Julie Snyder Director, Children’s Education, Joyful Noise, and Youth Choir
Rachel Cline Church Administrator

Megan Cullen Director, Preschool

Mariangela Saavedra Director, Center on the Hill
Mary Frommer Office and Media Coordinator
Felix Delgado Full Time Sexton

Nakeem Coleman Part Time Sexton g
Debbie Lambeth Sunday Child Care Giver PCCH links and

The Rev. Cynthia A. Jarvis Pastor Emerita online giving options

WE ARE A MATTHEW 25 CONGREGATION

PCCH is a Matthew 25 Congregation of the
Presbyterian Church (USA). We are committed to

building congregational vitality, dismantling structural

racism, and eradicating systemic poverty. Scan the QR
‘ code to learn more.

[=]

CONTACT PCCH

Church office 215.247.8855
Preschool 215.247.8865
Center on the Hill 215.247.4654

X

alii)

info@chestnuthillpres.org
chestnuthillpres.org

PCCHestnuthill
chestnuthillpres.org/live
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