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Sunday, August 16, 2026 
10 a.m. 
ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

An inclusive community of faith 

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF CHESTNUT HILL  

8855 Germantown Avenue, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  
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WELCOME !  
Whether you're a first time guest or a long time member, we are grateful for your 
presence with us. There's a place for you here! 
 

Following today's service, we invite you to join us for refreshments and fellowship 
in Widener Hall.  

ACCESSIBILITY 
Please see an usher for listening assistive devices and large-print bulletins. 
 

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 
· Nursery care for children through age two is available in the Strouse 

building—see an usher for assistance. Children who are three are 
encouraged to attend the Godly Play Sunday School class, but are 
welcome to remain in the nursery at the discretion of their guardians. 

· Children's Praise Packs are available in the narthex to aid children with 
worship participation. Please return them after the service. 

· All children in attendance are invited to attend Sunday 
School, which begins immediately after the Children's 
Message. Please scan the QR code to fill out a brief 
waiver for your child. 

 

BEFORE WORSHIP 
Please silence all electronic devices.  
Please be mindful of our musicians, who rehearse in the Sanctuary 
between 9 a.m. and 9:45 a.m. We welcome all to enter the Sanctuary, but 
ask that you keep your conversations low. 
 

CONTACT 
If you'd like to receive regular updates about worship, church life and 
other events, please contact Office & Media Coordinator, Mary Frommer. 
If you are interested in joining PCCH, please contact the Rev. Ellen 
Williams Hensle. With pastoral care concerns or prayer requests, please 
contact our Seminary Intern Dr. William “Buddy” Storm. 
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Order of Worship  

INTROIT  

Come, thou Fount of every blessing; 
Tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
Sung by flaming tongues above; 
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, 
Mount of God’s unchanging love!  

NETTLETON 

OPENING VOLUNTARY Adagio 
(BWV 916) 

J.S. Bach 
(1685-1750) 

Immortal, Invisible, 
God Only Wise 

Mark Hayes 
(b. 1953) 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: God calls us to worship,  
People: and we come:  
Leader: some with laughter and songs of joy.  
   God calls us to worship,  
People: and we come:  
Leader: some from a sense of obligation or habit.  
   God calls us to worship,  
People: and we come:  
Leader: some with hearts heavy with grief.  
   God calls us to worship,  
People:  and we come:  
Leader:  some with distraction or exhaustion.  
   God calls us to worship,  
People: and we come:  
Leader:  some with eagerness and enthusiasm.  
   God calls us to worship,  
People:  and we come:  
Leader:  some with stress, loneliness or depression.  
   As God’s dearly beloved children,  
   we bring all our joy and pain, hurt and hope  
People:  into this place of Spirit-given grace.  

ST. DENIO *HYMN 263 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Holy One, there is much we must confess:  
When we discount another’s pain  
or overlook neighbors in distress, forgive us.  
When we choose callous words  
over compassionate impulses, forgive us.  
When we think others less deserving of grace  
and ration kindness as if it could be exhausted, forgive us.  
Have mercy upon us, Lord, and heal our brokenness  
so that every word and deed that proceeds from our hearts  
might glorify you. Amen.  

SILENT CONFESSION 

KYRIE ELEISON Healey Willan 
(1880-1968) 

PROMISE OF THE GOSPEL 

Leader: Friends, believe the good news. 
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
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*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Leader: As a forgiven people, let us share Christ’s peace with one another. 
   The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Lord, by the power of your Spirit,  
give us your words of life  
that our faith may increase   
and our hearts be made whole. Amen.  

*GLORIA PATRI 

Laud and honor to the Father,  
Laud and honor to the Son,  
Laud and honor to the Spirit, 
Ever three and ever one; 
One in might and one in glory, 
While unending ages run. 

WESTMINSTER ABBEY 
(Hymn 416) 
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Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 OLD TESTAMENT 

Thus says the LORD: 
    Maintain justice, and do what is right, 
for soon my salvation will come 
    and my deliverance be revealed.  
 

And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 
    to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 
    and to be his servants, 
all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it 
    and hold fast my covenant— 
these I will bring to my holy mountain 
    and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
    will be accepted on my altar, 
for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
    for all peoples. 
Thus says the Lord GOD, 
    who gathers the outcasts of Israel: 
I will gather others to them 
    besides those already gathered. 
 

Leader: Holy wisdom, Holy word. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

DUNDEE *HYMN 234 I to the Hills Will Lift My Eyes 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT AND DISMISSAL 

Children depart for church school in the Strouse building. 
Joyful Noise will meet today from 11 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in the Chapel. 

Parents, your children will be brought to you in Widener Hall. 
Youth Choir will resume in September. 
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Psalm 121 PSALM 121 

I lift up my eyes to the hills— 
 from where will my help come? 
My help comes from the Lord, 
 who made heaven and earth. 
 

He will not let your foot be moved; 
 he who keeps you will not slumber. 
He who keeps Israel 
 will neither slumber nor sleep. 
 

The Lord is your keeper; 
 the Lord is your shade at your right hand. 
The sun shall not strike you by day 
 nor the moon by night. 
 

The Lord will keep you from all evil; 
 he will keep your life. 
The Lord will keep 
 your going out and your coming in 
 from this time on and forevermore. 
 

Leader: Holy wisdom, Holy word. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

TALLIS’ CANON 

Go with us, Lord, and guide the way, 
Through this and every coming day, 
That in your Spirit strong and true, 
Our lives may be our gift to you.  

HYMN (seated) 

"... but the Lord was not in the earthquake, and after the earthquake a fire, 
but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence." 

1 Kings 19:11b-12 

SERMON Ron Rising Packing for the Trip 
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ANGEL’S STORY *HYMN 388 O Jesus, I Have Promised 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER 

OFFERING 

Leader: God’s redeeming work in Jesus Christ   
   embraces the whole of our life.   
People: It is the will of God that God’s purpose for human life   
   shall be fulfilled under the rule of Christ   
   and all evil be banished from creation.   
Leader: Already God’s reign is present as a ferment in the world,   
   stirring hope in people and preparing the world  
   to receive its ultimate judgment and redemption.   
People: With an urgency born of this hope,   
   the church applies itself to present tasks   
   and strives for a better world.   
Leader: It does not identify limited progress   
   with the kingdom of God on earth,   
   nor does it despair in the face of disappointment and defeat.   
People: In steadfast hope,   
   the church looks beyond all partial achievement 
   to the final triumph of God. Amen.   

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from The Confession of 1967 
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Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

*DOXOLOGY OLD HUNDREDTH 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you.  
Leader:  Let us pray.  
All:   Gracious Lord,  
   you have given us more mercy than we could imagine  
   and more blessings than we deserve.  
   Receive now these gifts as tokens of our gratitude to you,  
   that your mercy may be multiplied and your blessings abound  
   to embrace all those in need. Amen. 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (unison) 

OFFERTORY SOLO Felix Mendelssohn 
(1809-47) 

Be Thou Faithful Unto Death 
from St. Paul 

Be thou faithful unto death, 
And I will give to thee a crown of life. 
Be not afraid, My help is nigh.  

*HYMN 483 MIT FREUDEN ZART Sing Praise to God, who Reigns Above 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Johann Krebs 
(1713-80) 

Prelude and Fugue 
in G major 
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Leading Worship today  
PREACHING 
The Rev. Ron Rising 
 

LITURGIST 
The Rev. Ellen Williams Hensle 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
Tennyson Tippy 
 

MUSIC 
Steve Williamson Tenor 
Jeffrey DeVault Organist 

 

GREETERS 
William Storm and Gregory Dickinson Elders 
Amy Raphael and Sharyn Walker Deacons 
 

USHERS 
Joan Demme Team #4 Leader 
James Cupp, James Lutz, Michelle Shachtman, Robert Shachtman and Barbara Spause 
 

FLOWER GUILD 
Debby Evans and Jane Kaufman 
 

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in honor of the Youth 
Group of PCCH, having completed their Summer Mission Trip. 
 

MUSIC AND TEXTS Reprinted and streamed with permission under One License 
#A-743217. All Rights Reserved. Prayers in the bulletin are from The Worship Sourcebook, 
2nd ed., Baker Books, 2013. Feasting on the Word Worship Companion, Year A, Vol. 2, Westminster 
John Knox Press, 2013. Call to Worship Lectionary Companion, Year A, 2022-2023, PC(USA) Office 
of Theology and Worship. 
 

COVER ART Mountain Landscape, Hercules Brabazon Brabazon, gouache on paper, 1878. 
Brabazon (born Herculese Brabazon Sharpe) was an English painter originally destined to 
become a lawyer. Upon the death of his older brother (and changing his surname to 
Brabazon, per the will) he gained financial independence from his father, and instead traveled 
to Rome to study art and music. Brabazon’s works were primarily watercolor and pastels, 
drawing inspiration from romantic painter (and “master of light”) JMW Turner. These faster 
drying mediums permitted him to create works during his travels, without the risk of damage 
or smudging during transport.  



12 

 

 

HAPPENING AT PCCH 

STUFF BACKPACKS WITH US! 
Join us in Widener hall today after worship to help us assemble school supplies and stuff 
backpacks for ACHIEVEability. Thank you to everyone who donated towards this effort! 
 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY SUMMER MISSION PROJECT 
Our Children’s Ministry is collecting hygiene and household items for the Nationalities Service 
Center. The following items will be collected through August 30: Full size shampoo, conditioner, 
body wash, deodorant, laundry detergent, and Clorox wipes. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
The Session has called a very brief congregational meeting to follow worship on Sunday, August 
23, for the purpose of electing Rebecca Bernstein to fill the remaining two years of a vacated term 
on Session.  
 
MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR JOAN TORELLO 
Please join us at Normandy Farms on Friday, August 28, at 2 p.m. for a memorial service 
celebrating the life of Joan Torello. 
 
SAVE THE DATE: THE PCCH HOMECOMING PICNIC IS COMING! 
Join us on Sunday, September 13 as we kick off the 2026-27 program year with our annual 
Homecoming Picnic, on the front lawn. Bring your favorite side dish, salad or dessert to share. 
More information on how to sign up to help is coming soon—mark your calendars today! 
 
STAY CONNECTED: UPDATE YOUR INFORMATION TODAY! 
PCCH will soon be introducing a new—and much more user-friendly—online 
church directory and giving system. Please help us prepare for this migration by 
sharing your most up-to-date contact information with us. Scan the QR code to 
fill out the questionnaire, or fill out a physical copy at coffee hour. Please call the 
church office with any questions. 

BIBLE STUDY LADIES CIRCLE MEN’S FELLOWSHIP THEOLOGY ON TAP 

Will resume in 
September  

August 20, 2 p.m. 
Reception Room Will resume in 

September  Ron Rising 
203.206.7299 

Will resume in 
September  



13 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE 

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Our Summer Sunday School program (children age three through rising sixth graders) will 
take place in our air conditioned Chapel. We will meet until 11:30 a.m. each week. We will 
take and end of summer break on Sunday, September 6.  
 

YOUTH GROUP UPDATE 
Our Youth Group programming will resume in September. Have a great rest of your summer! 
 

CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH MUSIC UPDATE 
Youth Choir (grades six through twelve) will be on summer break until September. Joyful 
Noise (our children’s choir age three to grade five) will rehearse as part of Sunday School.  

Date SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 

08/16 Dr. Julie Snyder and Tennyson Tippy 

IT’S COOL IN THE FURNACE 
PCCH Summer Children’s Ministry 

 

Join us as we study the story of Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego, rehearse and perform the children’s 
musical It’s Cool in the Furnace, and explore the 
many ways that immigrants have contributed and 
continue to contribute to our communities. Mark 
your calendar for our performance on Sunday, 
August 30 during worship! 
 

It’s Cool In The Furnace Rehearsal Schedule 
 

August 16—Run through with costumes 
August 23—Full dress rehearsal. 
We appreciate your child’s attendance at as 
many rehearsals as possible. 
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CENTER ON THE HILL  

If you have time in your day, we have something fun for you to do! Open Monday 
through Thursday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Friday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. New online content 
is posted Monday through Thursday at 12 p.m. on our programs page. Scan the QR 
Code for more information. 
 
The Center on the Hill will be closed August 24 through August 28 for summer break. 
 
Upcoming classes and events 
Registration is required for all activities and classes at the Center as space is limited for social 
distancing. Call 215.247.4654 or email msaavedra@chestnuthillpres.org to register.  
 
MAH JONGG—OPEN PLAY (registration required) 
Tuesdays, ongoing, 12:30 p.m., $2 
This is an opportunity to simply enjoy others’ company and play the game of Mah Jongg. Not 
for beginners: participants should be familiar enough with the game to play without formal 
instruction. 
 
GOLDEN YOGA (registration required) 
Wednesdays, ongoing, 3 p.m., $10 per class, $35 for four classes, $85 for ten classes 
Golden Yoga is a classical yoga, adapted by the SKY Foundation, to accommodate those who 
have difficulty getting up and down from the floor. The practices include stretching, 
breathing, relaxation, and meditation techniques—all done while sitting in a chair or standing. 
 
YOGA WITH ATTITUDE (registration required) 
Fridays 9:45 a.m., $45 per calendar month, $10 first class walk-in, $15 single class 
This is basic yoga with breath warm-ups, asana and meditation. Students of all ages and levels 
of experience are welcome. The class provides a method which allows us to adopt an 
“attitude” when confronted and to respond to the adventures in our lives. Participants 
practice alternative viewpoints, while “standing in truth and light.” 
 
“SOUL” LINE DANCING—SUMMER SOCIAL (registration required) 
Thursday, August 20, 1”30 p.m., $10 tickets must be purchased in advance 
Join instructor Gloria Kingcade, master "Soul" line dance teacher with more than two decades 
of experience, as she leads this fun line dancing party at the Center this summer! Dance to 
R&B, jazz, hip-hop, the "Philly" sound, classic oldies, the latest soul favorites, and more. No 
previous line dancing experience necessary! There will be fun surprises, great music and good 
times! You won't want to miss it!  
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Happening Here This Week  
SUNDAY, August 16 
Church School 
Fellowship 
Joyful Noise rehearsal 
Musical Set build 
 

MONDAY, August 17 
Sketching and Watercolor class 
Tai Chi group 
Table Games Open Play group 
Qigong 
 

TUESDAY, August 18 
Meditation Practice group 
Sketching and Watercolor class 
Mah Jongg Open Play group 
 

WEDNESDAY, August 19 
Beginning Tai Chi class 
Rummy Tiles Open Play group 
Continuing Tai Chi class 
Bridge Open Play group 
Golden Yoga class 
 

THURSDAY, August 20 
Qigong class 
Painters group 
Mah Jongg group 
French Conversation group 
Soul Line Dancing class 
Men’s Fellowship 
 

FRIDAY, August 21 
Yoga with Attitude class 
Scrabble Play group 
Yoga, A Chair, and You class 
International Folk Dancing group 
 

SUNDAY, August 23 
Worship 
Church School 
Fellowship 
Joyful Noise rehearsal 

 
Strouse, 10:20 a.m. 

Widener, 11 a.m. 
chapel, 11 a.m. 

Widener, 12 p.m.  
 

 
room 1&2, 10 a.m. 

room 3&4, 10:15 a.m. 
room 5, 12 p.m. 

Harris, 2 p.m. 
 

 
Harris, 9:30 a.m. 

room 1&2, 10 a.m. 
room 5, 12:30 p.m. 

 

 
Widener, 10 a.m. 

room 5, 10:30 a.m. 
Widener, 11:15 a.m. 

room 1&2, 11:30 a.m. 
Widener, 3 p.m. 

 

 
Harris, 9 a.m. 

room 1&2, 9:30 a.m. 
room 5, 1:30 p.m. 

room 1&2, 1:30 p.m. 
Widener, 1:30 p.m. 

Associate Office, 2 p.m. 
 

 
Harris, 9:45 a.m. 
room 5, 10 a.m. 

Harris, 11:30 a.m. 
room 3&4, 12 p.m. 

 

 
sanctuary, 10 a.m. 

Widener, 10:20 a.m. 
TBD, 11 a.m. 

Widener, 11 a.m. 
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Church Staff  

The Rev. Ellen Williams Hensle Senior Minister and Head of Staff 
The Rev. Emily Chapdelaine Associate Minister of Congregational Life (on leave) 
Dr. William “Buddy” Storm Seminary Intern 
Dr. Daniel Spratlan Director of Music 
Jeffrey DeVault Organist and Associate Director of Music 
Dr. Julie Snyder Director, Children’s Education, Joyful Noise, and Youth Choir 
Rachel Cline Church Administrator 
Megan Cullen Director, Preschool 
Mariangela Saavedra Director, Center on the Hill 
Mary Frommer Office and Media Coordinator 
Felix Delgado Full Time Sexton 
Nakeem Coleman Part Time Sexton 
Debbie Lambeth Sunday Child Care Giver 
The Rev. Cynthia A. Jarvis Pastor Emerita 

 

PCCH links and 
online giving options 

Contact PCCH  

info@chestnuthillpres.org 
chestnuthillpres.org 

PCCHestnuthill 
chestnuthillpres.org/live 

Church office   215.247.8855 
Preschool    215.247.8865 
Center on the Hill 215.247.4654 

We are A Matthew 25 Congregation  

PCCH is a Matthew 25 Congregation of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA). We are committed to 
building congregational vitality, dismantling structural 
racism, and eradicating systemic poverty. Scan the QR 
code to learn more. 


