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Doubt is but another element of faith. 
 

~ St. Augustine 
 

 

Doubt is not the opposite of faith; it is an element of faith. 
 

~ Paul Tillich 
 

 

Don’t expect faith to clear things up for you. It is trust, not certainty. 
 

~ Flannery O’Connor 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

 

April 11, 2021  10:00 a.m. 
 
 

 

 
 

INTROIT  Iain Quinn 
(b. 1973) 

Alleluia. Christ is risen indeed. 

Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 133) 

Leader: How good and pleasant it is 

 when God’s people live together in unity! 

People: It is like the precious oil on the head, 

 running down upon the beard,  

on the beard of Aaron, 

 running down over the collar of his robes. 

Leader: It is like the dew of Hermon, 

 which falls on the mountains of Zion. 

People: For there the Lord’s blessing was ordained, 

 life forevermore. 
 

 
 

 

PRAYER OF ADORATION 
 

 

 

 

HYMN  

 
 



 

WELCOME 
 
 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT 
 

 

 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (unison) 
 

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who 

doubt; open your word to us, that we, who have not seen, have faith and receive the 

fullness of Christ’s blessing. Amen. 
 
 

 

 

EPISTLE LESSON         1 John 1:1-2:2 
 

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen 

with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word 

of life—this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the 

eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us—we declare to you what we 

have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our 

fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things 

so that our joy may be complete. This is the message we have heard from him and 

proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we 

have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is 

true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no 

sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is 

faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we 

say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. My little 

children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, 

we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 
 

Leader: Holy wisdom, holy word. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 
 

PSALTER               Psalm 133       PLAINSONG 
 

Oh, how good and pleasant it is,  

    when God’s people live together in unity! 

It is like fine oil upon the head  

    that runs down upon the beard, 

Upon the beard of Aaron,  

    and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 

 It is like the dew of Hermon  

    that falls upon the hills of Zion. 

 For there the LORD has ordained the blessing:  

    life for evermore. 
 

 

 



GOSPEL LESSON     John 20:19-31 
 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands 

and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them 

again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said 

this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the 

sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” But 

Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 

“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails 

and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” A week later his disciples were again in the 

house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger 

here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 

believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you 

believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 

come to believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which 

are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that 

Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his 

name. 
 

Leader: Holy wisdom, holy Word. 

 People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

 

 

SERMON        Easter Ongoing             John Wilkinson 
 

 

 
 

 

ANTHEM                                              Anonymous (German, 1360) (arr. Andrew Carter) (b. 1939) 
 

Joy is come! Eastertide!  

Sing we all far and wide,  

see the stone rolled aside,  

Christ our Lord is risen,  

bursting from his prison.  

Let the sound ring a-round,  

and the song now rebound:  

Christ the Lord is risen!  
 

Joy is come! Easter Day!  

Join the dance, homage pay,  

Christ the Lord lights our way,  

from the tomb now breaking,  

Satan’s power shaking.  

Let the song echo long,  

shout it loud, sing it strong:  

Christ the Lord is risen!  
 
 

 

 



 

Joy is come! Easter morn!  

With your Lord greet the dawn,  

He endured crown of thorn  

and the bitter nailing,  

faithful and unfailing.  

Tidings tell, chant it well,  

risen Christ in us dwell,  

o’er the cross prevailing.  
 

Easter joy may we bring,  

welcome, Lord, heaven’s King,  

winter turns into spring,  

darkness overtaking,  

and our spirits waking.  

Praises flow, voices grow,  

sounding far ‘Gloria  

 in excelsis Deo!’  
 

 
 

 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  from “A Brief Statement of Faith,” 1983 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
 

We trust in Jesus Christ, 

fully human, fully God. 

Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 

preaching good news to the poor 

and release to the captives, 

teaching by word and deed 

and blessing the children, 

healing the sick 

and binding up the brokenhearted, 

eating with outcasts, 

forgiving sinners, 

and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 
 

Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, 

Jesus was crucified, 

suffering the depths of human pain 

and giving his life for the sins of the world. 
 

God raised this Jesus from the dead, 

vindicating his sinless life, 

breaking the power of sin and evil, 

delivering us from death to life eternal. Amen.  
 

 
 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 



 

HYMN 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
 

 

 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY         Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing! Healey Willan 
(1880-1968) 

 
 

 

 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS: Brian Russo, Associate Pastor; Austin Crenshaw Shelley, Associate 

Pastor; John Wilkinson, Pastor 
 

 
 

LITURGISTS:  Helen and Elisa Lutz 
 

 
 

MUSIC: Members of the Gallery Choir, Ken Lovett, conductor and organist 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Music and texts reprinted and performed with permission. 

CCLI Copyright License #3140916; Streaming License #4387474 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Church Staff 

John Wilkinson, Pastor 

Brian D. Russo, Associate Pastor for Youth and Senior Adults 

Austin Crenshaw Shelley, Associate Pastor for Christian Education 

Daniel Spratlan, Director of Music 

Ken Lovett, Organist/Associate Director of Music 

Megan McGowan, Church Administrator 

Carla DiOrio, Director, Preschool 

Mariangela Saavedra, Director, Center on the Hill 

Leslie A. Lefer, Communications Coordinator 

Evelyn F. Carpenter, Administrative Assistant 

Felix Delgado, Sexton 

Owintier Charles, Sunday Sexton 

Icilda James and Debbie Lambeth, Sunday Child Care Givers 
 

 
 

 

The Presbyterian Church of Chestnut Hill 

8855 Germantown Avenue, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19118 

telephone: 215.247.8855 

web site: http://chestnuthillpres.org email: info@chestnuthillpres.org 

Preschool: 215.247.8865 
 
 

 

 
 



 

 
 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL COFFEE HOUR 

Sunday, April 11, 11:45 a.m.—1:00 p.m. under the tent 
 

Please join us this Sunday for Coffee Hour hosted by the Youth of PCCH. There will be 

coffee, bagels, donuts, cookies and brownies all prepared by the youth and their families. Hope 

to see you and your family for a good time spent in fellowship and community. Wear a mask! 
 

 
 

 

 

THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 
 

 

APRIL SECOND HOUR OPPORTUNITIES 

Joins us each Sunday via Zoom at 11:00 a.m. Link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88493549743?pwd=THlTK2xFODVyYmZxM0ZiTU44QzQwUT09 
 

April 11 

 Suzanne Fitzpatrick is an award-winning freelance photographer based in 

Philadelphia. She is a graduate of the Barnes Foundation’s Arts and Aesthetics 

program, serves as an art educator and docent for the Barnes Foundation, and is a 

popular speaker at our own Center on the Hill. Join us this Sunday as Suzanne 

helps us to explore expressions of religious faith and spirituality through both 

classical and more modern works of art. 
 

April 18 

 Topic To Be Announced 
 

April 25 

 PCCH Book Club- Abraham: A Journey to the Heart of Three Faiths, by Bruce 

Feiler, Chapter 7. Join us as we continue this important work. 
 

 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON WORSHIP SERVICES 

Each Sunday this spring, we will hold an afternoon worship service at 4:00 p.m. in the 

tent. The service will feature a sermon, prayers and choral music, lasting approximately 45 

minutes. With the advent of spring, join fellow church members for this time to gather—please 

wear a mask and maintain social distancing protocols. 
 

 

TENT SET-UP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

We are in need of 1-2 people each week to help with light set-up for our weekly 4:00 pm 

worship service, tables and chairs. Arrival time of around 3:30 p.m. with easy instructions. If you 

are able to help, please email Evelyn Carpenter at ecarpenter@chestnuthillpres.org.Thank you 

for your support. 
 
 

FOOD DONATIONS RECEIVED ON SUNDAY AFTERNOONS 

Throughout the course of our Sunday 4:00 p.m. worship services in the tent, we will 

receive food donations for our mission partners, including Face to Face, PIHN and Germantown 

Avenue Crisis Ministry. Especially needed are shelf-stable food items. You may also continue 

Shop Rite gift cards, or simply make a monetary donation. Thank you for your support.  
 

 
 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88493549743?pwd=THlTK2xFODVyYmZxM0ZiTU44QzQwUT09
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FAMILY/CONGREGATION HIKE  

Saturday, April 17, 10:00 a.m. 

Bring your family and join your friends for an all-church hike on Saturday, April 17. We will 

meet at the Schuylkill Center for Environmental Education, 8480 Hagy's Mill Road. Meet at the 

Visitor Center.  This is an all ages event—the Schuylkill Center will be offering Nature Explorer 

Kits for families along with a self-guided tour. The sign-up pages have more details; please click 
here or https://forms.gle/hgrVqHsqishzAaTW6 to let us know you’re coming, and to give us 

your contact info in case we need to communicate updates. Email PCCHchurchlife@gmail.com 

with questions. Please remember to wear a mask! 
 

 

THANK YOU AND UPDATE ON OWINTIER CHARLES 

Owintier communicated with the office this week to report that she is now pain free and 

starting chemotherapy and physical therapy. She emphasized her continued gratitude for the 

prayers, well wishes and other forms of support that her friends from PCCH have been sending 

to her. Please continue to reach out to her at her home address: 6813 N. 15th Street, Philadelphia 

PA 19126 and keep her and her family in your prayers. 
 

 

 
 

 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
 

 

CHURCH SCHOOL 

 Church School Online – www.chestnuthillpres.org 

Sundays at 9:30 a.m. on Vimeo 

Our weekly recorded church school videos now include a welcome song, a worship set-

up, and a Bible story with Austin, as well as a yoga component with Amy Raphael! The yoga 

poses reinforce the Bible story the children have heard—just one more way to help these faith 

stories “stick” in our children’s minds and hearts.  

If you haven’t already, please take a moment to follow our Church School Vimeo page. 

Following us helps others to find our page online (The more followers we have, the more Vimeo 

will promote our site.), and it will ensure that new videos come to your inbox when they are 

posted. Here’s the link: https://vimeo.com/user122846953 
 

 

JOYFUL NOISE REHEARSAL 

Sundays, 11:00—11:30 a.m. (Under the Tent) 

Rehearsal will begin at 11:00 a.m. and will last approximately 30 minutes. Children will 

work with Julie Snyder on songs, play musical games together, and have some social interaction. 
 
 

JUNIOR AND SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP 

 Hosting “Coffee Hour” this Sunday, April 11 from 11:45 am—1:00 p.m. under the tent 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/niqWAAWWkMQZo7Qh9
https://forms.gle/hgrVqHsqishzAaTW6
mailto:PCCHchurchlife@gmail.com
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THE CHURCH IN COMMUNITY 
 

 

SANDWICH BRIGADE, SPRING EDITION 

 Due at PCCH by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 15 

Our mission partner Face To Face needs sandwiches and lunch bag items for our food-

insecure neighbors. Here’s how you can help: Bring individually wrapped Peanut-butter-and-

jelly sandwiches (and fruit cups, applesauce, oranges, granola bars, water bottles, or packets of 

nuts) to church by Thursday, April 15. And for you do-ahead types, did you know that PBJ 

sandwiches can be frozen? Make them now and store them in your freezer. Right now PCCH’s 

freezer is full to capacity so please do not bring ahead this month. 

We are also looking for volunteers to assemble the lunch bags on April 15, and a 

volunteer driver to transport the bags to Face to Face of Friday morning, April 16. Please contact 

Beth Vaccaro (bethnellvaccaro@gmail.com) or Suzan Willcox (sewillcox@comcast.net). 
 
 

SPEAKER SERIES ON THE HILL 

DID YOU SEE THIS MONTH’S SPEAKER? Watch the recording HERE: 

https://www.chestnuthillpres.org/education/speaker-series-hill/  

Pamela King – Digital Data Security & Privacy: What you don't know can hurt you. 
This presentation will cover the proliferation of personal information online, types of 

high technology scams, and techniques for cyber fraud. Topics will contain examples of cases of 

computer crimes. We will further discuss cloud services, and other industries that need or have 

personal information. The presentation will cover some best practices for safety online, and what 

steps you can take if your data is compromised. 
 

 

 

 

 

THE CENTER ON THE HILL 
 

 

The Center on the Hill is NOW OPEN for in-person activities (both inside and outside), 

as well as a variety of classes you can participate in live online! When in person at the Center 

we will be following all recommended guidelines and precautions. New online content, such as 

virtual tours, fitness videos, art lessons, recorded presentations and more, will still be posted 

Monday—Thursday at Noon on our programs page here: 

https://www.chestnuthillpres.org/center-on-the-hill/programs/  

The schedule for upcoming in-person and online events can be found there too. 

Upcoming online classes and Events: 
REGISTRATION REQUIRED for both in person and online participation on Zoom by 

Computer, Tablet or Dial In by Phone. Instructions and link to join for online events, sent after 

you register. Call 215-247-4654 or email msaavedra@chestnuthillpres.org to register. 
 
 

CHAIR PILATES 

Thursdays, April 15—June 3, 1:30 p.m.—2:15 p.m., $89 for 8 week session, $14 per class 

drop in. Outside in the tent. Pre-registration required by April 13. 

(*Please note the class builds each week on things taught the week before.) 

Join and learn the well-known method of Contrology developed by Joseph Pilates in the 

early 1900s that is taught in studios around the country today, in an easy and accessible way for 

your body.  
 

 
 

 

https://www.chestnuthillpres.org/education/speaker-series-hill/
https://www.chestnuthillpres.org/center-on-the-hill/programs/
mailto:msaavedra@chestnuthillpres.org


 

 
 

BASICS OF YOUR ANDROID PHONE 
Wednesdays, April 14, 21, 28, May 5, 12, 19. Orientation Class on Wednesday April 14, 

1:30 p.m.—2:30p.m., Free. In person for a limited number of participants.  

Explore how to navigate through your Android phone step-by-step. You will learn how to 

save contacts, set-up your voicemail (and learn how to access your voicemail messages), send a 

text message, take photos and connect your email account to your phone. No experience 

necessary. Bring your Android to class.  
 

 

UNDERSTANDING ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

Thursday April 15, 11:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m., Free 

Presented in person for a limited number of people, and online to join by Zoom or Call in 

by phone. 

Alzheimer’s is a disease affecting brain cells. The most common symptom is memory 

loss affecting daily living. The program will focus on changes in the brain, symptoms of the 

disease, current treatment and support programs available for both patient and family. 
 

 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 

Mondays, April 19 & 26, May 10 & 24, June 7 & 14, 1:00 p.m.—2:00 p.m., Free 

In Person for a Limited number of participants. Group is closed to new members after 

April 26. 

We acknowledge the value of sharing time and stories with others who have also 

experienced a loss. Please join us for six informal gatherings as you grieve the loss of a loved 

one. Topics covered: Myths of Grieving, Grieving & the Holidays, Does Grief Ever End and 

others.  Our facilitator is David Stevenson, MDiv., CT. He is a bereavement counselor at 

Crossroads Hospice & Palliative Care.  
 

 

LOTUS BLOSSOMING YOGA 
Tuesdays, beginning April 20, 10:30—11:45a.m., $10 per class. Class is held in the tent. 

Friday yoga becomes Tuesday while we meet outside. We will be able to greet old 

friends and meet new ones. All levels welcome, as both intermediate yoga and chair yoga will 

meet together. This is a traditional gentle class exploring breathing techniques, postures (asana) 

and meditation with perhaps some poetry and a few stories tucked in. For those attached to their 

mats and blankets feel free to bring them and we’ll adapt postures for all. The emphasis here is 

gentle. It is suggested that everyone bring a blanket since the chairs outside are metal. 
 
 

BEGINNING YOUR LIFE STORY   

Thursdays, April 22—May 27, 2:00—4:00 p.m., $60 for six week course 

Presented on Zoom for participation by computer, tablet or smartphone. 

This is a course for those who have thought about writing their life story but just haven’t 

taken the first step. That step is this course for beginners, for those interested in learning the 

basic approaches for starting, organizing and finishing your story. It will help you overcome 

whatever fears and concerns you have about embarking on such a personal journey. With 

guidance, examples and hundreds of ideas for writing, you likely will have many pages to show 

for your work by the end of the course. Sam Whyte is a retired professor and dean, the former 

director of the St. David’s Christian Writers’ Conference at Eastern University. 


