THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF CHESTNUT HILL

An inclusive community of faith

Sunday, September 20, 2026
10 a.m.
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

8855 Germantown Avenue, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania




WELCOME!

Whether you're a first time guest or a long time member, we are grateful for your
presence with us. There's a place for you here!

Following today's service, we invite you to join us for refreshments and fellowship

in Widener Hall.

ACCESSIBILITY
Please see an usher for listening assistive devices and large-print bulletins.

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN

e Nursery care for children through age two is available in the Strouse
building from 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.—see an usher for assistance.
Children who are three are encouraged to attend the Godly Play
Sunday School class, but are welcome to remain in the nursery at the
discretion of their guardians.

e Children's Praise Packs are available in the narthex to aid children with
worship participation. Please return them after the service.

e All children in attendance are invited to attend Sunday E#E-EJE
School, which begins immediately after the Children's §= -
Message. Please scan the QR code to fill out a brief

"

waiver for your child. [=]er
BEFORE WORSHIP

Please silence all electronic devices.

Please be mindful of our musicians, who rehearse in the Sanctuary
between 9 a.m. and 9:45 a.m. We welcome all to enter the Sanctuary, but

ask that you keep your conversations low.

CONTACT

If you'd like to receive regular updates about worship, church life and
other events, please contact Office & Media Coordinator, Mary Frommer.
If you are interested in joining PCCH, please contact the Rev. Ellen
Williams Hensle. With pastoral care concerns or prayer requests, please
contact Rev. Emily Chapdelaine.




ORDER OF WORSHIP

OPENING VOLUNTARY Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier

INTROIT

Canzona

O Lord, open thou our lips:
And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.

O God, make speed to save us:
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord's name be praised.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: From whirlwind and burning bush,
in still of night and in sheer silence—
People: God calls the faithful to sacred work.
Leader: Beckoning us to turn aside,
inviting us to stand on holy ground—
People: God welcomes the faithful into sacred space.
Leader: Come, God is calling.
People: Let us worship the Lord!

*HYMN 361

How Firm a Foundation

]J.S. Bach
(1685-1750)

Richard Purvis
(1913-94)

Robert Lehman
(b. 1960)

FOUNDATION




PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Compassionate God,

who hears the cries of the oppressed,

you call us to resist evil

and hold fast to what is good,

to take up the cross

and commit our lives to the cause of love.
But we are afraid to confront powers

that privilege some and diminish others;

we do not want to lose

the security we enjoy.

Forgive us.

Open our ears to hear your voice,

our eyes to look upon neighbors in need,
and our hearts to respond with compassion,
that we might follow the way of Christ. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
KYRIE ELEISON Kile Smith
(b. 1956)
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PROMISE OF THE GOSPEL

Leader: Friends, believe the good news.
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
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*PASSING OF THE PEACE

Leader: As a forgiven people, let us share Christ’s peace with one another.
The peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
MOMENT FOR MISSION Master Planning Committee

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Blessed Lord,

who caused all holy scriptures to be written for our learning:
Grant us so to hear them,

read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them,

that we may embrace and ever hold fast

the blessed hope of everlasting life,

which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.




OLD TESTAMENT [saiah 43:1-7

But now thus says the LORD,
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by name; you are mine.
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you,
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
For I am the LORD your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
I give Egypt as your ransom,
Cush and Seba in exchange for you.
Because you are precious in my sight
and honored and I love you,
I give people in return for you,
nations in exchange for your life.
Do not fear, for | am with you;
[ will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west [ will gather you;
[ will say to the north, “Give them up,”
and to the south, “Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away
and my daughters from the end of the earth—
everyone who is called by my name,
whom [ created for my glory,
whom I formed and made.”

Leader: Holy wisdom, Holy word.
People: Thanks be to God.



PSALM 103:1-8 Kellow John Pye
(1812-1901)
Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and all that is within me,
bless his holy name.

Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and forget not all his benefits.

He forgives all your sins
and heals all your infirmities;

He redeems your life from the grave
and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness;

He satisfies you with good things,
and your youth is renewed like an eagle's.

The Lord executes righteousness
and judgement for all who are oppressed.

He made his ways known to Moses
and his works to the children of Israel.

The Lord is full of compassion and mercy,
slow to anger and of great kindness.

CHILDREN’S MOMENT AND DISMISSAL

Children through fifth grade depart for church school in the Strouse building.
Joyful Noise will meet today from 11 a.m. to 11:40 a.m. in the Chapel.
Parents, your children will be brought to you in Widener Hall.

Youth Choir will not meet today in order to participate in the Service Sunday project.




HYMN (seated) TALLIS CANON

Go with us, Lord, and guide the way,
Through this and every coming day,
That in your Spirit strong and true,
Our lives may be our gift to you.

OLD TESTAMENT Exodus 3:1-12

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led
his flock beyond the wilderness and came to Mount Horeb, the mountain of God.
There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he
looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then Moses said, “I must
turn aside and look at this great sight and see why the bush is not burned up.” When
the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush,
“Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove
the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.”
He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at
God.

Then the LORD said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; |
have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings,
and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians and to bring them up out
of that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to
the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites,
and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how
the Egyptians oppress them. Now go, I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my
people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should
go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt!” He said, “I will be with you, and
this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the
people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.”

Leader: Holy wisdom, Holy word.
People: Thanks be to God.



SERMON “Consider the Lilies:” Ellen Williams Hensle
God Calls Us to Attend

Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight and
see why the bush is not burned up.”—Exodus 3:3

*HYMN 312 Take Us As We Are, O God ENDLESS FEAST

Choir sings verse 1
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let  our lives be used to make your sav - ing pur-pose known.

by your prom-ise we can know the peace your grace sup - plies.

graves break o-pen to re-lease new life from death’s dread seal.

til at length you call us all to your un -end -ing feast.




INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS

Elders Class of 2029 Deacons Class of 2029
William Agate Lori Smith
Michelle Shachtman
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH the Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

1 believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

OFFERING



OFFERTORY ANTHEM Sir Charles Hubert Hastings Parry
(1848-1918)
Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
Forgive our foolish ways!
Reclothe us in our rightful mind,
In purer lives Thy service find,
In deeper reverence, praise.

In simple trust like theirs who heard
Beside the Syrian sea

The gracious calling of the Lord,
Let us, like them, without a word
Rise up and follow Thee.

Drop Thy still dews of quietness,

Till all our strivings cease;

Take from our souls the strain and stress,
And let our ordered lives confess

The beauty of Thy peace.

Breathe through the heats of our desire

Thy coolness and Thy balm;

Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;

Speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire,
O still, small voice of calm.

*DOXOLOGY OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
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*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (unison)

Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us pray.

All: Holy God of holy ground,

like Moses, we question our fitness
to serve heaven’s purposes on earth.

Overcome our qualms with the assurance of your presence.
Bless these offerings that, through them, we may do your will;

in the name of the triune One. Amen.

*HYMN 488 The God of Abraham Praise

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

BENEDICTION RESPONSE

Amen.

CLOSING VOLUNTARY

Marchin D

LEONI

Peter Lutkin
(1858-1931)

David N. Johnson
(1922-87)



LEADING WORSHIP TODAY

PREACHER
The Rev. Ellen Williams Hensle

LITURGISTS
The Rev. Emily Chapdelaine and Dr. William “Buddy” Storm

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Greg Dickinson

MUSIC

PCCH Gallery Choir

Dr. Daniel Spratlan Conductor
Jeffrey DeVault Organist

GREETERS
Jack Evans and Melissa Montgomery Elders
Zach Cline and Becky Frazier Deacons

USHERS

Joan Demme Team #1 Leader
Carolyn Manwaring, Michelle Shachtman, Robert Shachtman and Sarah Wright

FLOWER GUILD
Sandy Connelly and Barbara Frazier

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY are given to the glory of God and in honor of
Charles L. Edwards beloved son of Dolores Edwards.

MUSIC AND TEXTS Reprinted and streamed with permission under One License
#A-743217. All rights reserved. Prayers in the bulletin are from Call to Worship Lectionary
Companion, Year A, 2019-2020, PC(USA) Office of Theology and Worship; Feasting on the Word
Worship Companion, Year A, Vol. 2, Westminster John Knox Press, 2013. Take Us As We Are, O
God, text by: Carl P. Daw Jr., copyright 1995, Hope Publishing Company, tune by: Alfred V. Fedak.
Copyright 1995, Selah Publishing Co., Inc.

COVER ART Burning Bush, Joe Schumacher, 2011, photograph. Schumacher, a
photographer from Cincinnati, OH, uses the bright red leaves of the Euonymus Alatus (or
Burning Bush) against a pure black background to create his image of the burning bush.
“There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush
was blazing, yet it was not consumed.”—Exodus 3:2
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HAPPENING AT PCCH

PCCH NAMETAGS

If you are interested in a PCCH nametag, or need a replacement, please email Mary Frommer
at mfrommer@chesstnuthillpres.org. Completed nametags will be placed on the nametag board
by the elevator.

RISING IMAGES SHOW AND SALE

Upon the closing of Rising Images, Ron Rising is showcasing his photographs at a show and sale
in Widener Hall during Fellowship. View his amazing images, and pick up a few items for your
self, friends or family! All proceeds from this sale support the music ministry here at PCCH.

STAY CONNECTED: UPDATE YOUR INFORMATION TODAY!
PCCH will soon be introducing a new—and much more user-friendly—online church # 1%
directory and giving system. Please help us prepare for this migration by sharing
your most up-to-date contact information with us. Please scan the QR Code or fill
out a physical card during coffee hour.

CANTATS AND CHAMBER MUSIC—DAVID KIM AND JEFFREY DEVAULT

Our Cantatas and Chamber Music series opens on October 11 with David Kim, violinist and
concertmaster with the Philadelphia Orchestra, and our very own Jeffrey DeVault on piano.
Join us at 11:45 a.m. as we dedicate our new Steinway piano, and begin another beautiful
season of music. Suggested donation $20.

SOCIAL WITNESS WEEKEND OF SERVICE-OCTOBER 18

Join us Sunday, October 18 after worship for our first Service Weekend project of
the 2026-27 program year! We will be making sandwiches and casseroles for our
friends at Face to Face Germantown, as well as collecting warm wearables for our
friends at Germantown Avenue Crisis Ministry. Use the QR Code to sign up to
donate ingredients for casseroles and lunches!

O] 4
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BIBLE STUDY WOMEN'’S CIRCLE | MEN’S FELLOWSHIP | THEOLOGY ON TAP

September 23, 10 a.m. October 20, 10 a.m. October 1, 2 p.m. October 22, 7:30 p.m.
Harris Room Reception Room Reception Room The Stotesbury
Ellen Williams Hensle Taylor Slaughter Ron Rising Emily Chapdelaine

1 Kings 19:3-13 praetextum@gmail.com 203.206.7299 812 E Willow Grove Ave




CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE
Date GODLY PLAY GROWING IN GOD'S LOVE CHRISTIAN STUDIES FOLLOW ME
(age three—kindergarten) (first—second grade) (third—fifth grade) (sixth—eighth grade)
9/20 Zach Cline Rachelle Pretz Diana Rodgers , hi
and Sandy Sherwood and Dan Pretz and Anna Storm stay in worship
SUNDAY SCHOOL

Our Sunday School program (for children age three through grade five) begins with a
brief opening in the chapel, after which the children are divided by age into three
classes. For more information about our Sunday School classes and children's music
program, please scan the QR code.

YOUTH GROUP UPDATE

Youth Group is back! We will meet most Sundays from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Additionally,
High School Youth are invited to gather in Emily's office following worship for fortyfive
minutes of fellowship and conversation, beginning Sunday, September 27. Service Sundays
are scheduled for the third Sunday of the month and we will not have Youth Group on these
days. All youth grades six through twelve are welcome at these and special youth events
whether their families are members or not! Please contact Emily Chapdelaine with any
questions.

CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH MUSIC UPDATE

Joyful Noise, our Children’s Choir (age three to grade five) will rehearse today from 11 a.m.
to 11:40 a.m. in the Chapel. Children will be brought to their parents in Widener Hall
following rehearsal. New singers and drop-ins are always welcome.

Youth Choir (grades six through twelve) will resume rehearsal on September 27. Youth Choir
rehearses from 11:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the Chapel. Youth Choir will not meet the third
Sunday of each month in order to engage in community service with the Youth Group. New
singers and drop-ins are always welcome.
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CENTER ON THE HILL

If you have time in your day, we have something fun for you to do! Open Monday
through Thursday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Friday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. New online content
is posted Monday through Thursday at 12 p.m. on our programs page. Scan the QR
Code for more information.

Upcoming classes and events

Registration for Fall activities and classes will begin on Tuesday, September 8 at 10 a.m.
Registration is required for all activities and classes at the Center as space is limited for social
distancing. Call 215.247.4654 or email msaavedra@chestnuthillpres.org to register.

JUNK JOURNALING (registration required)

Tuesday, September 22, 1 p.m., $20

Cultivate joy in your everyday life with Junk Journaling! Junk journaling is a flexible and creative
hobby that lets you use everyday items like receipts and flyers to document memories, ideas, and
feelings through collage, writing, and mixed media. This workshop will provide examples of
different types and styles of pages with many varied materials for you to utilize. Junk journaling
can make everyday tasks more fun by helping you look for unexpected items to use in your
journal. Participants are encouraged to bring personal items with them to the class (but not
necessary) and will leave the class with their work of art.

AFTERNOON MOVIES—MICHAEL (registration required)

Thursday, September 24, 1:30 p.m., $2

Join us for an enjoyable afternoon at the movies. Popcorn and water provided, feel free to bring
your own snacks! Michael is a biopic about the early life of musician Michael Jackson; from the discovery
of his talent as the lead of the Jackson Five to the artist whose creative ambition fueled a pursuit to become
the biggest entertainer in the world. Starring: Jaafar Jackson, Nia Long, and Colman Domingo

COMMUNITY LUNCHEON (registration required)

Tuesday, September 29, 12 p.m., $12 if received by Thursday, September 25, $15 if received after
Where else in the community can you go for lunch where you'll see both familiar and new faces,
where the atmosphere is relaxed and welcoming, where the food is consistently good, and where it
only costs you twelve dollars? Our large room is full of round tables that are simply decorated and
set with white linens and festive tableware. We’d love to see you there!



HAPPENING HERE THIS WEEK

SUNDAY, September 20
Fellowship
Personnel Committee meeting

MONDAY, September 21
Sketching and Watercolor class
Put it in Writing class

Tai Chi group

Table Games Open Play group
WaterMedia Level Two class
Qigong class

TUESDAY, September 22

Meditation Practice group

AARP Smart Driver course

Sketching and Watercolor class

Day Trip: Bingo at Markley outing

Healthy Bones Exercise class

Mah Jongg Open Play group

Junk Journaling workshop

Watercolor and Drawing Foundations class
Healthy Bones Exercise class

WEDNESDAY, September 23
Rotary Club meeting
Beginning Tai Chi class
PCCH Bible Study

Rummy Tiles Open Play group
Continuing Tai Chi class
Bridge Open Play group
Intermediate Tai Chi class
Staff meeting

Golden Yoga class

AA meeting

THURSDAY, September 24
Qigong class

Painters group

Movement class

Afternoon Movie—Michael
Soul Line Dancing class

Widener, 11 a.m.
Harris, 11:30 p.m.

room 1&2, 10 a.m.
Harris, 10:30 a.m.
room 3&4, 10:15 a.m.
room 5, 12 p.m.

room 1&2, 1:30 p.m.
Harris, 2 p.m.

Harris, 9:30 a.m.
Harris, 10 a.m.

room 1&2, 10 a.m.
off site, 11:30 a.m.
Widener, 1 p.m.
room 5, 12:30 p.m.
room 3&4, 1 p.m.
room 1&2, 1:30 p.m.
Widener, 2:15 p.m.

Widener, 7 a.m.
Widener, 10 a.m.
Harris, 10:30 a.m.

room 5, 10:30 a.m.
Widener, 11:15 a.m.
room 1&2, 11:30 a.m.
Widener, 12:30 p.m.
reception, 1 p.m.
Widener, 3 p.m.
Harris, 8 p.m.

Harris, 9 a.m.

room 1&2, 9:30 a.m.
room 3&4, 11 a.m.
Harris, 1:30 p.m.
Widener, 1 p.m.
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French Conversation group
Mah Jongg group

FRIDAY, September 25

Yoga with Attitude class

Scrabble Play group

American Red Cross Blood drive
Yoga, A Chair, and You class
International Folk Dancing group
Bombe Fits concert

Sober and Out group

SATURDAY, September 26
Youth Group Lock-In

SUNDAY, September 27
Worship
Fellowship

room 1&2, 1:30 p.m.
room 5, 1:30 p.m.

Harris, 9:45 a.m.
room 5, 10 a.m.
Widener, 10 a.m.
Harris, 11:30 a.m.
room 3&4, 12:30 p.m.
Widener, 7 p.m.
Chapel, 7 p.m.

Strouse, 5 p.m.

sanctuary, 10 a.m.
Widener, 11 a.m.

THE CENTER ON THE HILL IS SEEKING VOLUNTEERS

The Center on the Hill is looking for volunteers to cover the
front desk and assist with events this Fall! If you have free
time and are interested in a few hours of volunteering
please contact Mariangela at 215-247-4654 or fill out the
volunteer sign up form by using the QR Code.
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American Red Cross
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Every 2 seconds, someone in the U.S. needs blood.
Help save lives.

(ive blssd

Blood Drive
The Presbyterian Church of
Chestnut Hill

Widener Hall
8855 Germantown Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19118

g

Friday, September 25, 2026
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter: Chestnut
Hill Pres to schedule an appointment.

Maximize your blood donation. Help more patients.
If you are an eligible type O, B - or A - donor, consider making a Power Red donation.
Red blood cells are the most commonly transfused blood component.

Streamline your donation experience and save up to 15 minutes by visiting

RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your pre-donation reading and health history questions
on the day of your appointment.

Fall into the habit of donating! Get a $15 e-gift card
when you come to give blood Sept. 21-Oct. 18.
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Scan to be directed to Scan to schedule

RapidPass® an appointment.

[ 348 ]+ Order ID: 1988226 « Item ID: 10315387 « Qty: 1 of 1 + 555282 « 2026-APL-0427 « AR22 + 256330

1-800-RED CROSS | 1-800-733-2767 | RedCrossBlood.org | Download the Blood Donor App

American National Red Cross | 418001-13-Field-RW



CHURCH STAFF

The Rev. Ellen Williams Hensle Senior Minister and Head of Staff

The Rev. Emily Chapdelaine Associate Minister of Congregational Life

Dr. Daniel Spratlan Director of Music

Jeffrey DeVault Organist and Associate Director of Music

Dr. Julie Snyder Director, Children’s Education, Joyful Noise, and Youth Choir
Rachel Cline Church Administrator

Megan Cullen Director, Preschool

Mariangela Saavedra Director, Center on the Hill
Mary Frommer Office and Media Coordinator
Felix Delgado Full Time Sexton

Nakeem Coleman Part Time Sexton

Debbie Lambeth Sunday Child Care Giver g L
The Rev. Cynthia A. Jarvis Pastor Emerita PCCH links and

online giving options

WE ARE A MATTHEW 25 CONGREGATION

PCCH is a Matthew 25 Congregation of the
Presbyterian Church (USA). We are committed to

building congregational vitality, dismantling structural

‘ racism, and eradicating systemic poverty. Scan the QR

[=]

code to learn more.

CONTACT PCCH

Church office 215.247.8855 M4 info@chestnuthillpres.org
Preschool 215.247.8865 & chestnuthillpres.org
Center on the Hill = 215.247.4654 f PCCHestnuthill

(> chestnuthillpres.org/live



