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By Kate Atkins,

With umbrellas in hand, 
concerned Pennsylva-
nians gathered outside 

City Hall last Thursday (June 9) to tell 
elected officials now is not the time 
to put hundreds of millions of dollars 
into the state’s Rainy Day Fund.

But that is what Governor Cor-
bett and House Republicans want to 
do with a $540 million revenue sur-
plus, while cutting cost-effective local 
services and $1 billion or more from 
schools.

“Our elected officials propose to 
put a $540 million dollar surplus in a 
Rainy Day Fund,” said Sharmain Mat-
lock-Turner, president and CEO of the 
Greater Philadelphia Urban Affairs 
Coalition (GPUAC). “It’s obvious that 
they haven’t noticed that we’re getting 
soaked right now.” 

Several speakers echoed that mes-
sage as they called upon the Senate to 
use the surplus to restore some of the 
most damaging cuts when that cham-
ber votes on a budget plan later this 
month.

“With these proposed deep budget 
cuts, Pennsylvania’s working families 
and the nonprofits that help them in 
their time of need are out here to say 
that the time to use these funds to bal-
ance the budget is now,” said Matlock-
Turner.

Cutting schools by $1 billion or 
more will increase class sizes and 
drive up property taxes, while putting 
effective programs like full-day kin-
dergarten in jeopardy. 

See Page 9

Continues on Page 5

Fighting Proposed School Budget
COMING UP

Check out this week’s calendar 
and announcements. 
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Hey Governor, 
It’s Raining Now
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While teen preg-
nancy has long 
been a problem 

in the U.S., the number of 
teenagers expecting a baby 
in Philadelphia – especially 
in Southwest - is alarming, at 
nearly twice the national av-
erage.

According to statistics 
from the Family Planning 
Council, Philadelphia’s teen 
birth rate in 2007 was 60 per 
every 1,000 girls. Meanwhile 
the birth rate in Southwest 
and West Philadelphia was 76 
per 1,000 teen births, nearly 
double the national rate.

Maybe because more than 
400,000 teen girls in the U.S. 
become mothers, and the 
practice is often glamourized 
on TV shows and in the me-
dia, having a baby while as 
a teenager seems a normal to 
them. This despite the fact 
that those who end up preg-
nant are forewarned and often 
face a tough future. 

Many teen moms eventu-
ally drop out of school to care 
for the child, not only land-
ing on the road to an impov-
erished future, but paying a 
heavy physical, financial and 
emotional toll. This burden 
is often shared by the teen 

mother’s family and commu-
nity as well as with that of the 
baby’s father. 

Black and Hispanic teens 
have the highest rates of teen 
pregnancy, being 2-3 times 

more likely to give birth than 
white teens. In addition, girls 
born to teen parents are more 
likely to become a teen par-
ent. All of these factors have 
caused the rate of pregnant 

teens in the U.S. to climb to 
nine times that of those in 
other developed countries.

In the end, about 50% of 
teen moms earn a high school 
diploma by age 22, compared 
to 90% of those who don’t 
give birth.

Though family planning 
information is readily avail-
able, teenagers often choose 
to follow advice from their 
friends as opposed to adults 
or even qualified profession-
als in the field who counsel 
them advice.

But news on teen pregnan-
cy in Southwest is not all bad. 
Overall, the number of teens 
getting pregnant has dropped 
40% in the last 20 years. This 
puts the occurrence at its low-

est level since records started 
being kept 70 years ago. Luck-
ily someone has noticed and 
wants to help the decline.

The Family Planning 
Council (FPC), a private, non-
profit agency promoting repro-
ductive health in Southeast-
ern PA is one such group. The 
organization is determined 
under a grant from the Center 
For Disease Control (CDC), to 
reduce the number of preg-
nant teens in Southwest and 
West Philadelphia by 10% 
over the next five years with 
the Teen Pregnancy Preven-
tion Initiative. The idea is for 
the FPC to “increase the num-
ber of youth ages 10-19, who 
participate in evidence-based, 
teen pregnancy prevention 

Continues on Page 15
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Teen Pregnancy —Help is Available

The students of the 
Southwest Area 
Combined All Star 

Tour Band hit a home run with 
their performances at Pepper 
and Tilden on May 20, and 
Longstreth and Lamberton on 
June 2.  The concerts were a hit 
with the audiences and a posi-
tive experience for the 55 stu-
dent performers. 

The audiences at those 
schools clapped and cheered 
and even sang along, especial-
ly when the band played the 
Taio Cruz song “Dynamite.”  
At Longstreth, they even got a 
standing ovation.

The band was composed 
of my top students from Pep-
per and Tilden, and those of my 
colleagues, Roberta Goren and 
Roy Martin from Lamberton, 
Hamilton and Longstreth.

On behalf of the band, I 
would like to thank the many 
administrators and support 
staff which provided logistic 
support for the project.  Busi-
ness specialist Mary Weldon 
gave me advice on how to pro-
ceed with planning.  Principals 
Yolanda Armstrong and Tracey 
Mitchell-Lawrence of Pepper 
and Jonas Crenshaw and Lisa 
Mesi of Tilden provided finan-
cial assistance and helped sort 
out and solve problems.

Robin Cooper of Longstreth 
and Dale Friedman of Lamber-
ton were excellent hosts, even 
when those assemblies took 
place at times that did not con-
form to class and lunch sched-
ules. The lunchroom staffs at 
Pepper and Longstreth were 
flexible and accommodating 
to students from outside their 
schools. 

The cost of the buses was 
paid for mostly by grants from 
CityLights, an outreach program 
of Wayne Presbyterian Church.  
Our concerts would not have 
been possible without their 
commitment to the students of 
Southwest Philadelphia.

This year’s Tour Band has 
demonstrated the willingness 
of many administrators, edu-
cators, support personnel and 
community groups within our 
region to find and support more 
opportunities for our instru-
mental students to perform for 
their peers, their teachers, their 
parents and their community.    

Ernest Baker Jr.
Class Instrumental 

Music Teacher
Philadelphia School District

A Music Instructor Says Thanks

Black and 
Hispanic teens 

have the highest 
rates of teen 
pregnancy.



June 16,  �011  Southwest Globe Times Newspaper    �

Join the 85,000+ patients who know 
Greater Philadelphia Health Action 
as their healthcare home.
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By Elhadji Endiaye 
and Caleb Nothwehr 

When it comes 
to the national 
conversation on 

immigration, Southwest Phila-
delphia community leaders are 
trying to make sure that African 
and Caribbean immigrants have 
a place at the table.

About 20 Southwest resi-
dents attended a breakfast meet-
ing at the Connell Park Center 
at 65th Street and Chester Av-
enue on Saturday morning, 
June 11, to discuss how immi-
gration policy affects the Afri-
can and Caribbean immigrant 
community. Hosted by the Af-
rican Center for Education and 
Sustainability, Inc. (ACES), the 
roundtable focused primarily 

on the under-repre-
sentation of African 
and Caribbean im-
migrant communi-
ties in current immi-
gration discourse. 

 
Carol Sallymatu 

Bangura, founder 
and executive direc-
tor of ACES, said Af-
rican and Caribbean 
immigrant students 
are often misclas-
sified as African 
American. For this 
reason, they do not 
receive the resources 
and supports allo-
cated for immigrant or English 
Language Learning students. 
What results, Bangura said, is 
a situation where non-English 
speaking students end up in 

English only classrooms, with-
out any of the support that the 
district designated for them.

“Within the city school dis-
trict, there are seven or eight 

languages that they 
support. That’s not 
enough,” Bangura 
said. “You can’t dis-
miss us because 
there’s too many lan-
guages.”

The roundtable 
discussion occurred 
as a response to a 
request by Michael 
Blake, spokesman 
from the White 
House Office of Pub-
lic Engagement, to 
create more grass-
roots discussion 
about immigration 

policy in the United States, Ban-
gura said. Discussion attendees 
spoke about the difficulty in 
achieving unified support for a 
change in immigration policy.

“We have a tendency for 
division and we need to rise 
above it,” said Pamela Henry, 
panel participant. 

Other participants pointed 
out the need for communica-
tion and cooperation between 
the immigrant community and 
the African American commu-
nity. “African Americans are 
our natural allies,” said Numa 
St. Louis, roundtable partici-
pant.

Discussion also centered 
on the importance of immi-
grant communities maintaining 
their cultural identity and pass-
ing it on to the younger genera-
tion. “I’m a Jamaican. I identify 

ACES Roundtable Airs Immigrant Concerns

Residents debate important issues affecting SW im-
migrants.

Continues on Next Page 
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stay well |    get well |    find cures    |    fight back |    cancer.org    |    1.800.227.2345

In her case...About 15 miles.

How close are we
to a cure for cancer?

Despite remarkable progress in the fight against cancer, there are many cancer patients whose greatest 

challenge isn’t lack of treatment. It’s lack of transportation.

To make sure that everyone who needs a ride gets one, the American Cancer Society is currently seeking 

volunteer drivers. If you have one or more mornings or afternoons free during the month, you can 

volunteer for this lifesaving program. A person can volunteer as often as he or she wishes. The American 

Cancer Society provides an orientation, support materials, and other assistance.

For information on how to volunteer, or if you need transportation assistance, call your American Cancer 

Society at 1.800.227.2345 or visit cancer.org.

Health care, county child 
abuse protection, and help for 
people with disabilities are 
also targeted for cuts in the 
House version of the budget.

“I think the Governor 
and the House underestimate 
the anger of the people,” said 
Cassie James of Liberty Re-
sources, an organization that 
advocates for people with dis-
abilities. “They cut home and 
community-based services that 
are needed for disabled and el-
derly people to remain in the 
community.”

Education advocates also 
voiced concern about deep 
cuts to schools and early edu-
cation programs.

“This budget clearly re-
flects a lack of 
understanding of 
the progress that 
districts, espe-
cially poor dis-
tricts, have made 
in the last two 
years with in-
creased funding,” 
said Charlotte 
Hummel, presi-
dent of the Wil-
liam Penn School 
District Board of 
Directors in Lans-
downe, PA.

“It makes cuts 
to the very pro-
grams that have 
supported the 
neediest of kids.”

Said James of the education 
cuts, “How dare they cut edu-
cation. We all have children we 
love and want to be ready for 
the challenges of the future.”

Speakers also called on 
lawmakers to close tax loop-
holes and end special tax 
breaks, including the passage 
of a tax on natural gas drilling 
in the Marcellus Shale. Penn-

sylvania is the only major gas-
producing state without a tax 
or fee on drilling. 

“Our senators will face 
a choice next week,” said a 
spokesperson for the South-
eastern PA Budget Coalition 
and Better Choices for Penn-
sylvania. “They can make deep 
cuts that will impact the lives 
of middle-class families, or 
they can use the surplus. Our 

message is simple - it’s rain-
ing in Pennsylvania right now; 
we’re out here with our um-
brellas, and it’s time to use the 
surplus.”

Thursday’s rally was or-
ganized by the Southeastern 
PA Budget Coalition, the Flash 
Forward PA Coalition and Bet-
ter Choices for Pennsylvania. 
Special Thanks to Clear Chan-
nel Radio (Power 99 FM).

Ms Atkins is Outreach Coordina-
tor, SEPA Budget Coalition.

Learn more about the SEPA 
Budget Coalition at http://

pabudgetnow.wordpress.com/; 
the Flash Forward Coalition 
at http://www.facebook.com/

pages/Flash-Forward-PA-Coali-
tion/155314487863578; and the 

Better Choices coalition at http://
betterchoicesforpa.com/.

Continues From Cover Page

...Its Raining in PA

With umbrellas up to symbolize funding of 
public education from “rainy day” accounts are 
(l – r)  State Rep. Ron Waters; Charlotte Hummel, 
pres., Board of School Directors, William Penn 
School District (back); Sharmain Matlock-Turner, 
president and CEO, Greater Philadelphia Urban 
Affairs Coalition, and State Rep. Babette Josephs.

myself as such so people can 
know who I am,” said Barbara 
Wilson.

The problem of under-rep-
resentation stretches beyond 
the classroom, as well, Bangura 
said. “If I walk into City Hall 
and I speak Spanish, I have 
someone to talk to. If I walk in 
and say, ‘I speak Mandingo,’ 
they look at me like I’m crazy,” 
she said. 

Bangura said both lawmak-
ers and education officials were 
relatively unaware of how the 

misclassification of students 
affected the African immigrant 
community. “I can make a lot of 
noise myself, but there’s power 
in numbers,” Bangura said, ex-
pressing the hope that events 
like the roundtable discussion 
will start to generate awareness 
both locally and nationwide.

By the end of the round-
table, attendees established a 
representative focus group des-
ignated to visit public officials 
and follow up on this issue. 

Bangura can be reached at 
267-584-7079 or by emailing 
cbangura@ africenter.org.

Continues From Previous Page

...Roundtable
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A delightful range of artist-
ry took place among the 
trees and on the grassy 

lawns at historic Bartram’s Garden 
last Saturday, June 12. 

Dozens of visitors from as far 
as South Jersey, had a chance to 
ramble down the shady paths, tour 
the gardens now bursting forth 
with spring flowers, and drop in to 
the new expanded gift shop. Guests 
participated in such activities as 
the knit-in-public event, print mak-
ing on various kinds of fabric, tea 
sampling, woodworking, storytell-
ing and ice cream-making. 

The gift shop was especially 
popular, displaying not only a wide 
variety of souvenirs, cards and 
books on flowers, plants and trees, 
but also a great selection of quality 
tools to suit the needs of every enthu-
siastic gardener.

Outside the gift shop, Leah 
Mackin, Anni Altshuler, Chris Kline 

and Eli VandenBerg of Space1026, 
set up tables with silk screen frames 
and helped visitors imprint various 
kinds of fabrics with brightly colored 
designs. Space1026 is a cooperative 

comprised of 30 or so screen printers 
and graphic artists who operate a stu-
dio and gallery at 1026 Arch St. 

Anya Pallante and her husband 

Frank, turned out some impressive 
scarves and t-shirts for gifts under 
Mackin’s watchful eye. 

“We heard about Bartram’s class-
es for home schooled children last 
year, Anya said. “Now I bring our 
youngsters over for two hours each 
month and they’ve learned about 
such things as winter habitat for 
animals, the botany of flowers and 
apple cider making.” 

Another pleasant 
diversion was tasting 
samples of a number 
of intriguing teas pre-
pared by Lisa Gregg-
Alexander, owner of 
the Whispering Leaves 
Herb and Sip Shop at 
4615 Woodland Ave. 
“We offer not only 

a wide variety of teas, 
but serve sandwiches 
and tea based soups,” 
said Gregg-Alexander. 
“A great favorite is my 
sweet potato pie which 
starts with South Asian 
cinnamon chai tea.”

By far the most popular stop was 
the ice cream-making activity which 
took place across from the massive 
John Bartram house. Mobilizing 
youngsters to turn the handle of the 
ice cream, Bartram’s educational staff 
Alison Hosdale and Jamie Bower com-
bined the sugar, vanilla extract, heavy 
cream and half-and-half in a wooden 
barrel to produce pints of yummy va-
nilla ice cream which was served up 
to the eagerly awaiting crowd. 

“When visitors came over to the 
garden by ferry from Philadelphia 
during the early 1800’s John’s daugh-
ter Ann Bartram Carr, would probably 
have served them ice cream prepared 
by the same method,” said Hosdale 
referring to the daughter of John 
Bartram, the botanist for whom the 
grounds are named. “Ice cream-mak-
ing is a regular feature of our monthly 
Family Discovery Day, and whenever 
classes of local school children come 

to visit. It provides a little incentive 
to listen as we give them the 250-year 
history of the house and gardens and 
how Bartram’s family continued his 
legacy.” 

For more information about 
public hours, the varied education 
program, tours, volunteering and 
donations, and special events call 
Bartram’s at 215-729-5281 or visit 
the website at www.bartramsgarden.
org.

Art in the Field at Bartram’s Garden

Making ice cream the old fashioned way.

A silk screened scarf could make a great gift.
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By Caleb Nothwehr 

Carrying signs that 
read, ‘Illegal guns 
DO kill people,’ 

and ‘HONK to end gun vio-
lence,’ a group of about 12 
protesters gathered in front of 
a gun store in Northeast Phil-
adelphia on Tuesday, June 6, 
seeking to exert pressure on 
the store’s owner and garner 
neighborhood attention.

For many of those present 
on the sweltering June eve-
ning, the act was more than a 
call for social change; it was 
a continuing expression of 
faith. 

“We’ve tried to have the 
motto of ‘Faith on its Feet,’” 
said Robert Fles, a co-coordi-
nator of the event, sponsored 
by the Neighborhood Partner-
ship to End Gun Violence and 
its parent organization, Heed-
ing God’s Call. 

The group, gathered in 

front of Delia’s Gun Shop at 
6104 Torresdale Ave., was 
comprised of men and women 
representing a variety of faith 
traditions. Some claimed af-
filiation to Quaker Friends 
Meetings, others 
were less specific. 
For Fles, gathering 
to protest illegal 
gun sales is an act of 
faithful obedience.

“As a Christian 
I’m asked to stand 
for justice and sup-
port the outcast and 
marginalized.” Fles 
confessed. As he 
held his sign high 
and waved to honk-
ing motorists, he 
also took time to briefly ex-
plain the group’s motivation. 

The main objective of the 
protest, which resumes the 
first and third Tuesday of the 
month, is to exert pressure 
on the store’s owner to sign a 
Code of Conduct, committing 

to not sell illegal firearms. 

“In this case, an illegal 
firearm can mean one ac-
quired through a straw pur-
chase in which a criminal 

offender pays or hires a citi-
zen to buy a firearm on the of-
fender’s behalf,” stressed Fles. 
“Many of these purchases, 
protesters say, go on with the 
store owner’s full knowledge 
of the criminal intent.”

 
According to the Heeding 

God’s Call website, the group 
desires that small business 
gun shops will join mega-re-
tailers like Wal-Mart in sign-
ing the Responsible Firearms 
Retailer Code of Conduct. In 

signing, the group 
seeks to minimize 
“the likelihood that 
the guns they sell will 
be re-sold illegally on 
the streets and used 
in violent crimes.”

Furthermore, the 
group hoped to raise 
awareness and gain 
support within the 
neighborhood sur-
rounding the gun 
store. “We’ve had 
people from the 

neighborhood thank us,” in-
dicated Fles.

The group also seeks to 
reach out to like-minded in-
dividuals in the Philadelphia 
area. In a political environ-
ment where little change can 
happen through legislation, 

these protests offer an avenue 
of action for people who want 
to make a difference. 

“It’s good for people who 
are concerned to see that 
there is something they can 
do,” Fles maintained. 

While the band of pro-
testers on Torresdale Avenue 
received many supportive 
honks, they also received 
some negative attention. Dur-
ing the first 10 minutes of the 
protest, a car stopped, the 
driver leaned out and asked if 
the group had proof that the 
gun store sold illegal guns. 

A few protesters nod; 
many simply smiled and re-
mained silent; the agitated 
driver drove on.

Gun Protests Represent ‘Faith on Its Feet’

For more information about the 
work of Heading God’s Call, 

consult its website at www.heed-
inggodscall.org, or telephone the 
Globe Times at 215-727-7777.

Protesters take aim at illegal straw gun purchases.

By Caleb Nothwehr

When it comes to 
crack open the 
books next fall, 

Mitchell Elementary students 
will be doing it with style.

The students, staff and 
faculty at Mitchell will be the 
proud patrons of a completely 
renovated and re-stocked li-
brary next fall thanks to a grant 
they won from the Heart of 
America Foundation and the 
Target Corporation in competi-
tion with many other schools.

Kelly Vogel, a teacher in the 
Mitchell School library, was the 
library staff person who applied 
for and won the grant, with the 
support of Principal Jacqueline 
Haltie. “It’s a wonderful gift to 
be able to give to our children,” 
Vogel said. “The library make-
over will include between 2000-

3000 new hardcover books, 
furniture, shelving, carpeting, 
and new technology such as an 
interactive white board. 

The renovation 
will also include the 
construction of a Wall 
of Fame, which will 
feature famous people 
chosen by the stu-
dents.

Mitchell’s current 
library contains most-
ly used and donated 
books, Vogel said, so 
the renovation will 
be a welcome change 
for the kindergarten 
through 5th grade stu-
dents there. In addition 
to the new library books, the 
grant also provides for seven 
new books for each Mitchell 
student to own. 

“I hope it gets them more 
excited about reading,” Vogel 
said.

The renovation, which be-
gins in September, will be com-
pleted and unveiled in a cel-
ebration ceremony and service 
day on Oct. 21, 2011. On this 

day, Vogel said, between 100 - 
200 volunteers from Target will 
visit the school and work on 
enhancement projects such as 

murals, maintenance 
on the exterior of the 
building and general 
cleaning. 

Also on the unveil-
ing day, the school and 
the Heart of America 
foundation will recog-
nize two Mitchell El-
ementary students as 
“Heroes of the Heart.” 
These two students, a 
boy and a girl, will be 
recognized for their 
service, integrity, and 
leadership within the 
school.

In order to win the grant, 
Vogel needed to make a presen-
tation in front of a board repre-
senting Target and the Heart of 

America Foundation. 

“I was nervous, but I felt at 
peace,” she said. “You’re asking 
for all this money and a brand 
new library. I didn’t want to let 
down the students. I wanted to 
be able to say, ‘Look what we 
have for you.’”

 One contributing fac-
tor in awarding the Target/
Heart of America grant was 
the significant contribution 
made over many years by the 
parents of Mitchell students. 
Another element was the do-
nation of hundreds of hours 
of volunteer time, money and 
books by Wayne Presbyterian 
Church through its urban/sub-
urban partnership, CityLights 
Network. One teenaged Wayne 
youth collected more than 
1700 of the books presently on 
Mitchell’s library shelves as a 
Boy Scout project.

Mitchell Elementary Wins Target Library Grant

Principal Jacqueline Haltie, teacher Kelly Vogel 
and students Malik Jengo (4th grade) and Maleah 
Mackey (5th grade) look at library book selections.
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A Common Pleas 
Court judge will 
hear the case con-

cerning the proposed Prison/
Halfway facility at 5213 Grays 
Ave. on Wednesday, June 22, 
2011, according to commu-
nity leader Marsha Wall of 
Southwest Community Ac-
tion Group. This hearing will 
take place at City Hall, Court 
Room 426 at 10 a.m. 

“Regardless of the hot 
weather, we have to brave the 
heat to attend this hearing 
in force,” urged Wall. “This 
is important enough to go to 
work late that day, take off 
from work, get a babysitter, 
car pool, and ask our family, 
friends and neighbors to at-
tend. We may only be able to 
sit silently and respectfully 
in the court room or stand 
patiently in the corridors or 
outside, but this showing will 
clearly indicate our dissatis-
faction with the idea of having 

a prison in our neighborhood.” 
 
A few months ago, a similar 

court case was held where more 
than 75 stakeholders attended 
to voice their concerns, and 
their case was overturned, Wall 
noted. “We have to do the same 
thing, again,” she stressed. 

Wall urged that residents 
and local businesses email this 
information as widely as pos-
sible. 

“If you are on Facebook, 
Twitter, or My Space add this to 
your status or as an event, “she 
advised. “Please let everyone 
know that we have to attend 
with as many people as pos-
sible. This is free to attend, so 
please come out to respectfully 
and silently show our disap-
proval.”

Wall can be reached by 
emailing mwwall23@yahoo.
com. 

Prison/Halfway House 
Court Hearing

Thanksgiving tur-
key giveaways, 
job fairs to combat 

unemployment, Christmas 
parties loaded with toys and 
a visit from Santa for under-
privileged youth and annual 
coat drives serving more than 
300 residents of the South-
west Philadelphia were not 
initiatives organized by the 
Mayor’s office.

The events were estab-
lished by Community Rela-
tions Officer Joe Young of the 
12th Police District. 

In honor of his service 
to the Southwest community 
he served for more than 25 
years, Police Officer Young is 
the 2011 recipient of the pres-
tigious George Fencl Award, 
given annually by the to the 
city’s top performing officer. 

Young was nominated for 
the award by those he works 

with and serves in Southwest. 

Though clearly hum-
bled by receiving the award, 
Young responded true to form 
and took getting the honor in 
stride. 

“I just thank the commu-
nity for coming out and sup-
porting me,” he told the crowd 
at last Wednesday’s 12th 
District Workshop, which is 
hosted by Young and is the 
largest gathering of its kind at 
any police station in the city. 
“I couldn’t do it without you.”  
To that, the workshop-goers 
stood and cheered wildly for 
the well-known officer. 

Officer Young will be 
given the Fencl Award next 
Tuesday (June 28) at 4 p.m. at 
the Waterfall Room in South 
Philadelphia. 

The Fencl Award, spon-
sored by the Philadelphia 
Daily News, was named for 
the late Philadelphia Police 

Civil Affairs Chief Inspector 
George Fencl. It celebrates 
local police officers whose 
careers are worthy of recog-
nition - not for just a single 
act of valor or bravery.

“George Fencl was an 
outstanding representative 
of the Police Department,” 
said former Capt. David Mor-
rell, winner of the first Fencl 
Award in 1986. “Everyone 
liked him in the community 
and the department.”

Officer Young, a former 
runner-up for the award, 
joins former winners from 
the 12th Police District in-
cluding runners-up Capt. 
Dan MacDonald and Lt. 
George Holcombe, and past 
winners Police Officer Adri-
an Hospedale and last year’s 
winner Robert “Butch” Rid-
dick. 

Officer Young Lauded



June 16,  �011  Southwest Globe Times Newspaper    �COMMUNITY NEWS

By Caleb Nohwehr

With construc-
tion complete 
and doors open 

at its new Welcome Center 
and Garden Shop, Bartram’s 
Garden in Southwest Phila-
delphia is seeking to provide 
an even more inviting space 
for neighbors and community 
members.

Bill Butler, facilities co-
ordinator at Bartram’s is both 
a recipient and provider of 
the warm atmosphere at the 
green space.

It’s a second home to 
me,” Butler said of the 45-
acre public green space at 
the intersection of 54th Street 
and Lindbergh Boulevard. A 
Philadelphia native, Butler 
previously worked as a ma-
chinist for 20 years in North-
east Philadelphia. He began 
working at Bartram’s Gardens 

after a friend told him that 
the facility was seeking some-
one to fill a part-time janitor 
position.

 
Now, eight years later, 

Butler is known as “Mr. Bar-
tram’s Gardens” by 
other staff members 
because of his pres-
ence and passion for 
the facility. His daily 
tasks include gen-
eral maintenance, 
overseeing weekend 
events and greeting 
and assisting visi-
tors.

 
“It’s a job of a 

thousand labels,” 
Butler said, lauding 
the facility as a trea-
sure to the neighbor-
hood with a wealth 
of resources available to the 
community. “When we tell 
people they’re standing on 
the oldest botanical garden in 

the country, they say, ‘Oh re-
ally? That’s where I’m stand-
ing?’” 

Butler believes the new 
Welcome Center will be in-
strumental in stirring interest 

in the facility and reaching 
out to the surrounding com-
munity especially the youth. 

“We want people to feel 

welcome and comfortable 
here,” he said.  One of Bar-
tram’s strongest assets to the 
community is its offerings for 
young people. If children can 
gain an appreciation for na-
ture early, they’ll hang onto it 

when they’re older,” 
Butler contended.

 To foster this ap-
preciation, the Gar-
dens offer a variety 
of youth programs 
including Little Ex-
plorers, a monthly 
garden outing for 
toddlers, and Fam-
ily Discovery Days, a 
weekend program for 
school-aged children 
and their families. 

  
Kim Massare, 

public programs 
manager at the Gardens, said 
the facility’s connection to 
the Southwest Philadelphia 
Community is a priority. 

“We want the Southwest 
neighborhood to think of the 
Gardens as their park,” she 
stressed. “The new Welcome 
Center and Garden Shop is a 
way of highlighting the acces-
sibility and importance of the 
Gardens to the community, 
Massare said. 

When the Welcome Cen-
ter opens for guests, one of 
Butler’s jobs is to fly large, 
blue ‘Welcome’ flags in front 
of the facility. It is a task that 
symbolizes his attitude to-
ward the gardens. 

“Places like this are so 
rare in the city,” he said. “It’s 
a real treasure.”

Bartram’s Garden can be 
reached at 215-729-5281 or 
by visit the website at www.
bartramsgarden.org.

New Welcoming Center at Bartram’s Garden 

Stephanie Phillips, Director of Development and 
Bill Butler, facilities coordinator at Bartram’s new Wel-
come Center and Garden Shop.
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The Philadelphia 
Authority for In-
dustrial Develop-

ment (PAID) has announced 
it will hold a public meeting 
at Bartram’s Garden July 6 to 
inform the community about 
its plans to improve the for-
mer Transmontaigne/U.S. 
Gypsum industrial land be-
tween 56th and 58th Streets 
at the Schuylkill River.

The July 6th public 
meeting will be held in the 
Bartram’s Garden Coach 
house beginning 6:30 p.m. 
Bartram’s Garden is located 
on 53rd Street off Lindbergh 
Boulevard.

According to the Public 
Involvement Plan (PIP) for 
the project, the land had 
been contaminated by a va-
riety of petroleum products 
and other chemicals during 
and after the closing of the 

U.S. Gypsum plant in 1988.   
The company built the 
plant in 1929 to make gyp-
sum drywall board  widely 
used in housing and office 

construction.

The land in question 
composed of four parcels to-
taling about 29 acres which 
PAID intends to purchase, 
decontaminate and make 
available for industrial de-
velopment.   

PAID estimates that once 
the land has been reclaimed, 
it will be very attractive for 
industrial investment since 
it is close to all types of 
transportation and public 
transport is readily available 
to workers.  Industrial jobs 
of this kind provide aver-
age annual wages of around 
$50,000, according to PAID 
data.

At the 
public meet-
ing PAID 
will lay out 
the process 

for reclaiming the prop-
erty, involving removal of 
thousands of cubic yards 
of soil, transporting to an-
other location for cleaning, 
and returning it to the site.  
Special precautions will be 
taken during the procedure 
to assure that any contami-
nants do not find their way 
into the ground water or the 
Schuylkill River.

The end result will be 
restoration to a state known 
as a non-residential site spe-
cific standard (rather than 
a residential standard men-
tioned in the “Notice” on 
page 15 of the Globe Times 
on June 2.

Copies of the PIP are 
available at the Paschalville 
Library and at Southwest 
CDC, 6328 Paschall Ave.   

Questions and com-
ments may be communi-
cated to the Department of 
Environmental Protection, 
Southwest Regional Office, 
Land Recycling/Cleanup Di-
vision, 2 East Main Street, 
Norristown, PA 19401. 

Copies of the Public In-
volvement Plan are avail-
able to residents at the Pas-
chalville Public Library at 
70th and Woodland and 
Southwest CDC, 6328 Pas-
chall Ave.

Public Meeting on 58th Street Property Improvement

View of the property (item 51) 
from a 1946 Map of Southwest
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Customized Hair Cut 
  (Starting at $45) 

Free Deep Conditioner 
  with any service 

Free Trim with  
any Regular Price Service

Shampoo Blow Dry                                                               
  & Curl $25.00 

Sew-in Weaves $100.00   
   (Tues. – Wed.  (Ask for Erica) 

Braids Starting at $35.00     -      Barbering, Haircuts  $10.00

Call for an appointment today  Walk-ins welcomed 
HOURS: Tues –Fri:  9am – 6pm  Sat:  7:00am – 3:00pm

Hair Care Salon 

2660 S. 68th St. 
Phila. PA  19142        
Tel: 215-365-2183        
Fax: 215-365-7143
   www.feeklemoys.com 

The block captains and neigh-
bors associated with the 
Kingsessing Fifth Division 

Community of Neighbors (K5DCN) 
have responded actively to the message 
being spread throughout Philadelphia 
and around the nation about the need 
for Americans to get more physical ex-
ercise. 

Their weekly Walk for Wellness 
program consists of rambling several 
times around Kingsessing Recreation 
Center and its playgrounds every 
Monday and Tuesday evening begin-
ning at 7 p.m. The activity started 
April 18, and will continue until 
Tuesday June 28.

The walkers meet at the corner of 
51st Street and Chester Avenue, and 
after a short but necessary warm-up, 
they head off in small groups around 
the playground – according to the 
pace each person prefers. Each week, 
those who are serious about improv-
ing their health record their weight and 
blood pressure. 

Trekkers said the walk has been 
a dynamic tool for getting neighbors 
to exercise, talk with each other, meet 
their neighbors’ pets, and become vis-
ible models of a healthier lifestyle in 
the community.

Organizers all from the K5DCN in-

clude Gregory R. Benjamin, founder 
and president, Phill Hughes, secre-
tary, Wesley Johnson, treasurer, and 
block captains Chris Benjamin, Curtis 
Scott, Ron Currie, Dwight Byrd, Gloria 
Turner, Jean Cobb, Wanda Roundtree, 
April Turner, and committeeperson 
Nadira Branch. 

“We cordially invite the commu-
nity to come out on Tuesday (June 28) 
at 7 p.m. for this session’s final gath-
ering. We will have refreshments and 
some mingle time,” said Benjamin 
who insisted his group welcomes any-
one who wishes to join them for the 
remaining exercise days. 

Those interested in more informa-
tion can contact K5DCN at 267-254-
9972 or by emailing greg3957ben@
aol.com.

Kingsessing 5th Div. Block Captains 
Weekly Walk for Wellness

Catholic Social Services’ 
Southwest Family Service 
Center held a graduation 

ceremony June 14 for the 10 mem-
bers who completed its second 14-
week Strengthening Families Program 
(SFP).  

 In addition to the cer-
emony which took place at 
noon, the successful graduates, 
parents, friends and staff were 
treated to a delicious lunch 
and music by DJ Antonio “Pooh 
Geez” Curtis.

After lunch, the gathering 
heard a touching rendition of the 
song “The Greatest Love of All” 
by Jamila Cole, an up-and-com-
ing songstress.  Graduates were 
awarded their SFP certificates 
and many had an opportunity 
to tell the attendees about how 
much the course had meant to 
them.

Each graduate also received a gift 
and a framed poem for completing 
the program.  Amy Stoner, director of 
Community-based Services for Catho-
lic Social Services, and Renee Hud-
son-Small, administrator of Northeast 
and Southwest Catholic Social Servic-
es were in attendance.  Lola DeCarlo-
Coles, assistant administrator-South-
west Family Services, addressed the 

graduates as 
did Casi-
miro Dunn 
Sr. of the 
SFP Class of 
2010

Fa t h e r 
A n t h o n y 
Orth gave 
a beautiful, 
lighthearted 
b l e s s i n g 
in closing 

which everyone seemed to enjoy.  It 
was a fun and exciting close to a chal-
lenging and enlightening journey for 
the teachers, Sonia Navarro and Fran-
cesca Spross, and for the parenting 
students and their families.  

The next two, 15-week cycles of 

the Strengthening Families Program 
will begin August 9, and be held on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. In addition, 
there are parenting /pregnancy class-
es on Mondays 11-noon (parenting 
education), Wednesdays (pregnancy 
education) from 3-4 p.m. and a new 
parenting support group begins Tues-
day, June 28 from 3:30-4:30 p.m.  

Southwest Family Service Cen-
ter is located at 6241 Grays Ave, the 
former Our Lady of Loreto Rectory.  
In addition to Strengthening Family 
Program, it provides information, re-
ferral, intake and assessment services, 
pre-natal education and support, af-
ter school and summer programs for 
school-age children, a food pantry, a 
homelessness prevention program, 
and FEMA Assistance. SWFSC can be 
reached at 215-724-8550.

Teacher Francesca Spross provided the 
information for this article.

Parenting Graduates 
Celebrate

Parenting Class Graduates at Catholic Social 
Services’ Southwest Family Service Center.
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How do you know your doctor has one
if he’s never even seen your bedside?

Bedside Manner

Liberty Orthopaedics, a division of Premier 
Orthopaedics, still believes in a good old  fashioned 
bedside manner.  �at means that a�er your surgery, 
we’ll actually see you. �ere’s a reason why Premier is  
the #1 recommended orthopaedic practice in the area.

University level care. At your bedside.

Located at
Taylor Hospital’s Jones Building in Ridley Park, PA.

610-521-8970
www.PremierOrtho.com/Liberty

Premier Orthopaedics
Liberty Division

LibertyOrtho_SWGlobeTimes_3cx11.5.pdf   1   5/26/11   10:34 AMCOMMUNITY NEWS

In Memoriam 

Carol Ann Kellam (1948 - 2011)
By Edith L. Dixon

Carol Ann Kellam, 63, a life-
long resident of Southwest 
and longtime community 

activist died Friday, June 10, at Mercy 
Fitzgerald Hospital, Darby, PA.

Ms. Kellam was a tireless advocate 
for Southwest.  Her many endeavors in-
cluded active membership in the 12th 
Police District Advisory Council, 12th 
District Police Open House and South-
west Pride Day Committee, South West 
Action Coalition (SWAC) and the Pas-
chall Betterment League

An avid fighter for human rights 
and local issues, when Paschall was 
in the perilous state of having no stop-
lights, Ms. Kellam fought to get them. 
When the city wanted to close her Pas-
chall neighborhood’s only recreation 
center, she battled back with car-stop-
ping protest on Island Avenue. 

“She campaigned hard for rights, 
especially for human rights and those 
of the homeless,” said her longtime 
neighbor and fellow community activ-
ist Paul “Earthquake” Moore.  

A kind-hearted, but strong and 
outspoken woman, Ms. Kellam worked 
for the Mayor’s Office of Community 

Service. She also helped initiate the 
Healthy Start program to reduce infant 
mortality, low birthweight and other 
poor perinatal outcomes and for many 
years, ran a playstreet for children in 
Paschall.

“She had a passion for life and for 
people,” said Lorraine Thomas, opera-
tions manager at Southwest CDC. “She 
affectionately called everyone, ‘Baby,’ 
and even spoke some Cambodian. She 
made me laugh a lot.”

Ms. Kellam attended the churches 
of Paschall, including St. John A.M.E., 
First Baptist Church of Paschall and 
New Fellowship Missionary Baptist 
Church, and was a graduate of John 
Bartram High School.

She is survived by four sons, Paul, 
Timigene, Damon and Robert; her 
mother, Gloria; a sister, Renee, and a 
brother, Floyd.

A viewing will be held from 9-11 
a.m. on Saturday, June 18 at St. John 
AME Church, 2114 S. 71st St. The fu-
neral service will follow at 11 a.m. at 
the church. The funeral arrangements 
and interment will be handled by the 
Francis Funeral Home, 5201 Whitby 
Ave., Phila., PA. 215-747-1919.

A two-and-a-half month 
trolley track replace-
ment project on Route 13 

through Southwest will begin June 
20 and run through 
Labor Day.   Work 
will be done during 
daylight hours from 
7 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The first con-
struction area will 
be along Chester 
Avenue and pro-
ceed down 60th 
Street and then to 
Kingsessing Av-
enue.

Starting Sunday, June 19, buses 
will operate in place of trolleys on 
the Route 13 trolley line between the 

Yeadon Loop and the 40th Street Por-
tal. Route 13 customers can travel to-
and-from 40th Street to Center City 
on trolleys running on routes 11, 34 

or 36.   Buses oper-
ating on the Route 
13 will follow regu-
lar trolley sched-
ules

Route 13 sur-
faces from the 40th 
Street tunnel near 
Baltimore Avenue 
and runs through 
Southwest begin-
ning at Woodland 
Avenue before 

moving to Chester Avenue to either 
the Mt. Moriah loop or on to Yeadon 
or Darby.

Construction on SEPTA Trolley Route 13 
Begins June 20
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1500 Lansdowne Avenue, Darby, PA 19023 
 610.237.4000 | www.mercyhealth.org/�tzgerald

501 South 54th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19143
 215.748.9000 | www.mercyhealth.org/mercyphiladelphia

One of the best.
We’re honored to be among the Best in Philadelphia!

And even more proud to serve you.

Mercy Fitzgerald and Mercy Philadelphia Hospitals together have served Philadelphia
with high quality healthcare for over 90 years. U.S. News & World Report ranked us, 
jointly as Mercy Catholic Medical Center, one of the Best Hospitals in the Philadelphia Metro 
Area. Our specialty services in neurology and neurosurgery, diabetes and endocrinology, 
and ear, nose and throat are recognized for high-performance. We’re also proud to offer 
award-winning heart and vascular care, cancer care and bariatrics. More importantly, 
we’re proud to serve you.

Obama Campaign 
Event in SW

The first Democratic national day 
of action for the Philadelphia area 
will be Saturday, June 18.  The 

event will involve voter registration in the 
area around the 6000 block of Trinity Place 
– which is off 49th Street near Springfield 
Avenue.

Meeting time for the activity is 12:30 p.m. 
and it will run through 4:30.

Given the Republican Party moves to re-
strict voting (demands for photo ID’s) and 
make it more difficult to register voters, ac-
tivities like the one planned for Saturday be-
come extremely important.

According to national campaign leader 
Jeremy Bird, the more people who get in-
volved now, the more extensive the network 
of volunteers will be -- which means we can 
reach more voters with the facts about what 
President Obama and his allies have accom-
plished, and what they plan to accomplish in 
the future.  

To sign up  log on to http://my.barackobama.
com/June-18th-Day-Of-Action or phone 215-
485-8633

 By Caleb Nothwehr

Paschalville Library at 
69th Street and Wood-
land Avenue is one of 

the first public library branches 
in Philadelphia to offer free as-
sistance and resources to job-
seekers in the community. 

The Paschalville Branch 
Library Job Readiness Center, 
at 6942 Woodland Ave., offers 
computer availability, resume 
and cover letter assistance, and 
nearly one-on-one help to pa-
trons seeking employment. They 
even throw in a free jump drive 
for patrons. 

“It’s a big deal to the commu-
nity,” said Chaka Moore, senior 
job coordinator at the Center. 
“We all can use a helping hand. 
Such assistance is crucial when 
much of the job hunting process 
depends on a person’s ability to 

use technology and navigate the 
internet effectively” 

Counselors at the Job Readi-
ness Center not only assist people 

in finding gainful employment, 
they also help those who are look-
ing to take a next step in education. 
“We also promote education as a 
backbone,” said Moore. “It’s a way 
you’re going to get your foot in the 

door with a job.”
 
Another benefit that the Center 

offers is increased computer time 
for patrons. While most libraries 

allow 30 minutes of computer 
time, patrons can use the com-
puter to search for jobs for up to 
an hour. 

Funded primarily by the 
Lincoln Financial Group, the 
Center has been in operation 
since 2006. Moore said the re-
sponse from the community has 
been gracious and positive.

 “The feedback we get is, 
‘Thank you so much,’” she said.

 Assistance at the Pas-
chalville Branch Library Job 

Readiness Center is by appoint-
ment basis only. Hours of opera-
tion are Mon, Wed, 11 a.m. – 7 
p.m.; Tues, Thurs, Fri. 10 a.m. – 5 
p.m. Contact them to make an ap-
pointment at 215-726-4587.

Paschalville Library Job Readiness Center 

 Free Help to Jobseekers

Chaka Moore, sr. job coordinator, as-
sists jobseeker Terrick Johnson with an in-
ternet search.
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Ada E. Cooper has done a 
lot of living, and if it is the 
Lord’s will, she will turn 

100 on June 18.

Born June 18, 1911 
in Chester, PA, Mrs. 
Cooper is the matri-
arch of six genera-
tions who on Sunday, 
June 19, will gather at 
the Lambs Tavern at 
in Springfield, PA for 
a gala 100th birthday 
dinner.  

“My grandmother 
has lived for many 
years on South Wilton 
Street here in South-
west Philadelphia and 
has seen many changes 
in her community, city 
and state,” said grandson Tre’ McNair.  
“I know she would be beside herself 
to have people in the community 
acknowledge her century of living 
among us.”

When asked if she had any sugges-
tions to give to the present generations, 
the clear minded Mrs. Cooper said, “My 
advice is first of all to be more kind to 
each other.  I don’t see enough love for 
other people these days.”

For young people, she added, 
“They need to learn to obey those 
who are in charge.”

As to why this whether she 
thinks this is hap-
pening, Cooper af-
firmed, “It’s up to 
parents to teach the 
rules on how to live. 
That’s how I learned 
them, and I tried 
to pass them down 
the line through 
my children as they 
grew up.”

Counting just 
the family, the cel-
ebration will be 
quite an affair, since 
Cooper counts six 
children  (of whom 

three remain), 15 grandchildren, 22 
great grandchildren,  30 great, great, 
grandchildren, and 2 great, great, 
great, grandchildren.   

Well wishers in the commu-
nity might consider sending cards 
or messages to the birthday girl 
in care of Mother Ada E. Cooper, 
1811 South 58th St., Philadelphia 
PA 19143 or email her grandson at 
tremcnair2008@gmail.com.

Happy Birthday Ada E. Cooper

100 Years Old!

Mrs. Ada E. Cooper, 100-
years-old on June 18

ACES Holds Children’s Day 
at Connell Park

Neighbors young and old 
representing a wide 
range of cultural back-

grounds came together June 11 at 
Connell Park, 65th Street and Elm-
wood Avenue for the second annual 
African and Caribbean Children’s 
Day sponsored by the African Cen-
ter for Education and Sustainability 
(ACES). 

Following a breakfast roundtable 
where immigration issues were dis-
cussed, children began assembling 
for the variety of games and activi-
ties as parents and friends looked 
on, lounged around the park while 
treating themselves to hot dogs and 
soft drinks.

The affair was graced by the 
presence Mayor Michael Nutter who 
has strongly backed the assimila-
tion of the city’s growing African 
immigrant population through the 
Mayor’s Commission on African and 
Caribbean Immigrant Affairs. Mayor 
Nutter was greeted by ACES founder 
and executive director, Carol Sally-
matu Bangura. A native of Sierra Le-
one, Bangura attended Philadelphia 
schools and received a master’s de-
gree in education. Originally focus-
ing on collecting books here in the 
U.S. to send back to her home coun-
try, ACES now provides a variety of 
education and support services of 
the area’s immigration population.

“The more we get to know and 
understand the rich cultural di-

versity of our city, the better chance 
we have of living together in peace-
ful and productive ways,” noted the 
mayor, reflecting on the importance 
of gatherings that specifically reach 
out to the diverse elements within our 
community.

Based on a report prepared in 
2007 by Penn researchers, there are 
more than 50,000 African immigrants 
living within the city limits, of which 
75 percent have arrived since 1990. 
While the largest contingents came 
from Nigeria, Liberian, Ethiopia, and 
Ghana, there are sizeable groups from 
other countries in West and East Afri-
ca. Moreover, within many countries, 
there are additional tribal differences 
in language, customs, traditions and 

religion. This mixture fur-
ther complicates the edu-
cational and health servic-
es picture. 

Though often lumped 
together by outside observ-
ers, there is tremendous di-
versity among black Amer-
icans. 

“It is difficult to under-
stand where someone is 
coming from unless there 
is an opportunity to inter-
act in a peaceful, struc-
tured environment,” added 
Bayeh Thompson, a volun-

teer staff member at ACES. 
“We try to introduce young people 
that kind of positive interaction in our 
programs. While our country is still a 
great melting pot, we stress that we’re 
all Americans now, and must be toler-
ant of one another.”

Lynn Pollard, another ACES vol-
unteer, observed that throughout the 
day visitors would be hearing music 
from almost every country. “The vari-
ety of the music also helps to develop 
an awareness and appreciation for 
the different cultures we have in our 
neighborhoods.”

 ACES can be reached by calling 
267-584-7079 or emailing cbangura@ 
africenter.org. The website is www.
africenter.org. 

Children cool off by tossing water filled balloons.

programs, and increase the number 
of youth who receive clinical care.” 

FPC has developed a vast curric-
ulum, with courses to suit nearly any 
and every community group with 
teens. The Council will train those 
who run the programs in the course-
work of their choosing, and provide 
information and resources related to 
the project through newsletters, bro-
chures, websites and presentations at 
meetings. It is up to the community 
to take ownership and drive the FPC 
project. We think it’s worth getting in-
volved just to give our young people 
a chance to succeed.

This is not the only pregnancy 

prevention project in the works. 
Philadelphia OIC has a program that 
takes a more hands-on approach to 
stopping teen pregnancy that will 
be discussed in an upcoming Globe 
Times.

Meanwhile, if you are interested 
in implementing a pregnancy pre-
vention program for teens at your 
church, mosque, Town Watch group, 
recreation center or community 
group, please contact Tiffany Thomp-
son, program coordinator at the Fam-
ily Planning Council at 215-985-
2600. The mailing address is Family 
Planning Council, 1700 Market St., 
18th Floor, Phila., PA 19103 or email 
Thompson at Tiffanyt@familyplan-
ning.org.

—Edith L. Dixon

Continues From Page 2

...Teen Pregnancy
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JUNE 18 JUNE 17-18 JUNE 19 JUNE 20 JUNE 22 JUNE 22
African & Caribbean Commu-
nity Youth Law Enforcement 

Education Summit, 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
(see box below)

Summer Sidewalk Book Sale
Book Corner, 

311 N. 20th Street, 
(see box below)

Evelyn Graves 
Dinner/Theatre’s Father Day 
“Handwriting on the Wall” 

3 p.m., 
(see box below)

Career Fair Prep Workshop
5 p.m., 

1936 N. Judson Street, 
(see box below)

Academy on the Go: 
Raptors, 

3:45 p.m., 
Kingsessing Library, 

(see box below)

Court Hearing for Proposed 
5213 Grays Avenue Prison/

Halfway Facility, 
10 am 

Philadelphia City Hall 1 Penn 
Square, Court Room 436 

JUNE 23,30 JUNE 23 JUNE 24 JUNE 27-30 JUNE 29 JULY 2
Thursday Movie 

Matinees for Kids, 
1 p.m., 

Cobbs Creek Library, 
(see box below)

Active Transportation 
Summit, 

8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
2929 Arch Street, 
(see box below)

Family Gaming Fridays, 
2 p.m. 

Eastwick Library, 
(see box below)

Business Youth Camp, 
Ages 13-18, 

Register now, 
(see box below)

Merchants Safety Clinic 
5 – 6:30 p.m.  12th Police Dist. 

6448 Woodland Ave.  
Crime Protection, report filing. 

Register 215-557-2826

Woodland Avenue Clean Up 
Day: 65th – 69th St.  

7 – 10:30  a.m.  Volunteers 
Welcome. 

Contact Vaughn, 
SWCDC 215-729-0729.
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State Reps. Kenyatta 
Johnson and Babette Jo-
sephs, and Sen. Antho-

ny H. Williams were all on hand 
recently to announce the Grays 
Ferry Farmers’ Market will open 
Tuesday, May 31 for the season. 

The market runs from 2 to 6 
p.m. each Tuesday at Peace Pla-
za on Wharton Street between 
29th and Hollywood through 
October. 

The farmers’ market will be 
run by the Food Trust and will 
feature locally grown, seasonal 
fruits and vegetables, as well as 
Amish baked goods and canned 
items.

“In order to fight against 
obesity, it’s important to… make 
healthy food establishments easi-
ly accessible,” said Johnson. “I am 
proud to support programs that 
help promote healthy lifestyles to 
our youth, and the community as 
a whole.”

 “It’s always a great moment 
when we can focus on viable so-
lutions as opposed to simply ad-
miring the problem,” Williams 
said. “This market will provide 
fresh fruits and vegetables to 
our community, items that aid in 

combating chronic diseases such 
as diabetes, high blood pressure 
and obesity. 

 
“For far too long, those ail-

ments have been the norm, as 
have been fast food and unhealthy 
snacks that predominate in urban 

areas. We begin to substantively 
attack the problem by provid-
ing alternatives that are acces-
sible and affordable. The Grays 
Ferry Farmers’ Market is such an 
example. It will help promote 
healthier lifestyles – the ones 

marked by sound nourish-
ment that help students stay 
focused and achieve in school 
and reduce health care costs.” 

 
The Grays Ferry Farmers’ 

Market is one of 10 new mar-
kets in the city as part of Get 
Healthy Philly, an initiative 
of the city’s Public Health De-
partment. 

The market will accept 
Farmers Market Nutrition Pro-

gram vouchers given to seniors 
and WIC recipients, as well as 
Access cards; Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program ben-
efits, also known as food stamps; 
and Philly Food Bucks, an incen-
tive program for SNAP custom-
ers.

Grey Ferry Farmers Market Opens in South Philly

 By Marquita Bell

CityLights Network 
ushered in the sum-
mer with a South-

west mural tour on Saturday, 
June 11. 

The tour kicked off at Bar-
tram’s Garden’s bridge at 54th 
and Lindbergh and proceeded 
past six other murals in our 
part of the city. 

With helpful comments 
from knowledgeable guide 
Anita Pacheco, a student at 
Mastery Shoemaker Charter 
School, visitors inspected wall 
art such as “African Presence - 
Bridging the gap” at 58th and 
Woodland, “All Join Hands” 
at 58th and Kingsessing, and 
“Magic Wall” at 47th and Up-
land. 

The tour was based on 
research performed by Pa-
checo and fellow classmate 
Darius Duncan, who are both 

sophomores at Mastery. Their 
six-month study delved into 
the history of the Southwest 
mural projects and the stories 
behind the graphic images 
portrayed in the artwork. 
The research was done un-
der an internship at the ur-
ban/suburban partnership, 
CityLights Network, Inc. 
6330 Paschall Ave.

 
Although the research 

was time consuming, Pa-
checo considered the proj-
ect worthwhile. 

“I believe this project 
may help the Southwest 
community by allowing 
all residents to see that 
they are fortunate enough 
to have these amazing and 
meaningful murals around 
their community,” she said. 
“Maybe even some visitors 
will want to help to improve 
the community.”

Duncan, created a map 

of the mural locations online, 
suggested that murals help 
others see a different perspec-
tive on their neighborhood. 

“I think it will allow them 
to better understand the beau-
tiful artwork in their commu-
nity,” he said.

Pacheco and Duncan 

were fulfilling Mastery Char-
ter School’s requirement for 
students to have an 18-week 
unpaid internship with a local 

business or organization. 
Business and organization-
al leaders serve as mentors 
to the student interns and 
provide what is often the 
first encounter the young 
people have in a real-work 
environment. The innova-
tive program helps students 
build their organizational 
skills and helps them com-
municate effectively in an 
adult environment. 

During their time with 
CityLights, Pacheco and 
Duncan verified locations 
of more than 20 Southwest 
murals, took photographs, 
and obtained background 
information from the city’s 

Mural Arts Program. Their 
work is part of CityLights’ on-
going project of compiling a 
guide to all the murals located 
in Southwest. The effort was 
created to promote tourism in 

the community and increase 
the enjoyment of people al-
ready living in Southwest.

CityLights is a faith-based 
non-profit that has been serv-
ing the Southwest for 15 
years. Its mission is to form 
partnerships and collaborate 
with faith-based and com-
munity organizations, private 
and public institutions, and 
committed residents to foster 
positive change in Southwest 
Philadelphia. Their goal is to 
revitalize Southwest Philadel-
phia spiritually, economically, 
and socially. 

 
To find out more about 

CityLights, its partnerships 
and volunteer opportunities, 
contact Carey Davis at city-
lightscdavis@gmail.com or 
267-270-CITY(2489). To find 
out more information about 
hosting a Mastery Charter 
School intern, contact Lili Cur-
cio at 215-518-0225 or at lili.
curcio@masterycharter.org.

Touring the Beautiful Murals of Southwest 

Teacher of the Year 

Ms. Valda Dodson has been nominated 
Teacher of the Year by her community 
and by Boy’s Latin Charter School.   She 

will be honored at a Give Back and Fun Day by the 
blocks of 1700 Frazier Street and 5000 Kingsessing Av-
enue on July 30 at 2 p.m.

Also being recognized 
for their community service 
at that celebration will be 
state Representative Ronald 
Waters and Kenyatta John-
son, and the American Can-
cer Society.

Ms. Dodson is a very de-
voted teacher,” attested cele-
bration coordinator Priscilla 
Martin.  “She loves her job 
and her students love her”

One of Ms. Dodson’s favorite sayings is “Plan your 
work and Work your plan,” continued Martin. “And 
the children really respond to that.  As they would say, 
‘Ms. Dodson, you are a rock.’”

Participating in the Give Back event will be block 
co-captains William Hanif Moore and Charlotte Turn-
er.  Ms. Martin can be reached at 215-724-3642 or pris-
cilla.martin22@verizon.net.
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REAL
ESTATE

INSURANCE. LTD.

215-551-5100

Located near
new Post Office

SPACIOUS
2BR - 1BATH

$775 + Utilities

Apartments

with garage.

Spacious 2 BR – 1 Bath

Easy Access to Public Transportation

& All Major Highways

www.capozzirealestate.com

 

 

 

 

                                               

 

  We currently manage many properties in the new Post 
Office area.  
       

  

CONTACT US NOW!   WE GET RESULTS!     
CCaappoozzzzii RReeaall EEssttaattee && IInnssuurraannccee,, LLttdd..
215 551 5100         www.capozzirealestate.com 


Struggling to manage your rental properties?               
Do yourself a favor – Get Rid of the Hassles!                 
Our licensed and insured professionals: 

♦ Handle your headaches for you                                     
♦ Advance the rent to you every month                       
♦ Work hard to keep your tenants happy                      
♦ Avoid expensive tenant moveouts                           
♦ Find qualified new tenants for vacant rentals           
♦ Make your life easier! 

 

HOUSE FOR RENT
3 Bedrm, 1 ½ Bath
18XX S. 56th Street

Single/ Older Residents 
Preferred

$800/Mo + Utilities 
Need $1600.00 to Move In

215-868-3788

APARTMENT FOR RENT 
2 Bedrm, 1 Bath

Newly Renovated – Off street 
parking. 72XX Shearwater 
Convenient to transport. 

Quiet neighborhood
610-586-3725

HOMES WANTED 
“As Is” Condition

Will Assume Mortgage!

Call Bill  215-266-7273
HELP WANTED

DRIVERS
Owner Operators - $5,000 Sign-
On Bonus. Excellent Rates and 
Paid FSC. Home Daily. Great 
Fuel & Tire Discounts. CDL-A 

with 1 year tractor-trailer experi-
ence required. Call 866-338-
2958, or apply online at www.

comtrackinc.com

HELP WANTED
All Around Flooring Installer
Rugs and Vinyl – UCT Tile

Part Time – Must have:
 Tools & Own Transportation
  Call Herman  215-913-6333

Send your Classified and
Real Estate ads to

globe.times@yahoo.com 
or call  215-727-7777

Rates: 
Real Estate 2x3 inches = $25     

3x3 inches = $34     
3x4 inches = $43

Classifieds start at $17 
for 20 words.

Housekeeper Wanted 
Overbrook Area 
Part Time Hours 

(But must be flexible) 
Laundry & Ironing 

Pet Help, Etc. 
Need Own Car 

Experienced: Professional 
References Required 
For Interview Phone 

215-290-2100 
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